






~~» SS OnrwMms & et et 2 ed _— Se eerwvy } ee YCUmD 


oe 


d 


ly 


Suen i Pee 


aR SRRSe FG 





il* ca 






































































Sunday School Cines 


Copyright, 1926, by. The Sunday Schoot Times Co. 





Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, May I, 1926 


Vol. Sixty-eight. No. 18 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 270 





Lesson for May 16 in this Issue 


Lesson 7.—Abraham and the Strangers. Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
Can We Thank God for What He Is? ................ 258 
Trial and Triumph in the Life of Paul. By “Ambassador” 
SER: OUI SRS as 64 cba 5 EC's ie in A0's cK 0b seen vans ceces 
Earth’s Record of the Primitive Creation. By Giorgio 
SAO RONE, es TRU DIDO 28d. ca pecdscctcvecocecveten’ 260 
Genesis and Yourself. By Charles Gallaudet- Trumbull 260 
How Revival Came to Moody Sunday School, V. By 
Sidney. E. Cox ..c.....ccceee Reins ein dens dena eoels Hacee 261 
If You Have a One-Room Sunday-School. By Jennie 
- E. Stewart ..... Sev dsiggcees sans tsnebestsdsscsgeee Gecvsscoes 261 
Girls’ Problems of Today. Discussed by Mother Ruth 262 





The ee at Sea. By Melvin Grove Kyle,-D.D., 
LL.D. 


OP OTL ET TC CT Se Le Te LETT ULE 262 

When the Poor Farm Gave to China .............00seeees 263 

A Prayer Fellowship That Prevails. By W. S. Cummings 263 
Golden Texts in a Strange Tongue. By C. Winnifred 

pa ORTS SII as, assck nese ctheseseebecketsesisvasscnece 263 

From the Missionary. Watch Tower.-By’ Ernest Gordon 264 


Internationa] Uniform: Lesson ..5,........seeseeeeseeees 265-268 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 268 
SINR BE BRNO 55 Getic co sn vecund vac ce tgnbucegicceweeNoccspe 269 
SE UMNOIDD SABER «5c hoc deo5s ccctcashasesecdebipeVesoes ices 269 
Wheaton’s New President ...... abvcsope epee o2 ve sesecscces « 270 
The Fishermen’s Club of Los Angeles ........eeeeeeeeeees 271 
The Business World’s Call’ for Revival ........ssceeeeeees 271 
Mee PamMily, Wore 2.6. boo. vis ilies cca vecicensceccescecescese 272 


‘T*IME spent in reading current news gives adequate 

return by keeping. one well informed and abreast 

of the times. This is no less true-of time-spent upon 

advertising news, and-The Sunday School Times aims 
to always present advertising of real news value. 





Get Right With God! 


~ By Max.I. Reich 


WELCOME every new-born day, 
When I am right with God; 
paar * 3 How quickly pass the hours away! 
When [I am right with God. 
As friend with friend with Him to talk, 
And step by step with Him to walk ; 
By grace made right-with God. 


With lightsome feet I walk each mile, 
When I am right with God ; 
: I face life’s duties with a smile, 
js When I am right with God; 
I sing while carrying my cross, 
And triumph over eartiily loss, 
When I am right with God. 


How empty were the years before 
My soul was right with God! - 

My mind was dark, my heart felt sore, 
I was not right with God. 

Nothing my inward void could fill, 

Nothing my restless will could still, 
Till I was right with God. 


The Saviour died and rose again, 
To make us right with God; 

And men profess His Name in vain 
I. they’re not right with God. 

So let us, then, this very hour, 

Lay hold by faith upon His power, 
Get right, keep right, with God. ” 





Ss 


Serum and Salvation 

Sin is congenital disease. That is, since Adam’s 
fall every human being — except the Son of man— 
has been born in sin, born a sinner. “By one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” 
(Rom. 5:12). We may think of it in this way: that 
when our first parents disobeyed God they developed 
within themselves a leprous germ, called sin, which 
persists in the entire human race; it is inherited by all, 
and it is fatal, producing death if left to itself. It is 
true that this deadly germ does not develop uniformly 


in all men. In some it reaches revolting stages, in 
others it shows externally very little; but always there 
is the distressing fact of its presence. And in all alike 
the end is the same, if unchecked: the first death, and 
the secoud death. As physicians search for a serum 
to cure physical leprosy, so men search for a cure for 
sin. The monk, the Hindu on his bed of spikes, the 
man who gives millions of money,— some have even 
given their lives in the endeavor to cure this fatal in- 
fection. But Christ has the only “serum” for sin. It 
cost him his life, and he paid the price freely. To all 
who will — his cure—himself as Saviour —he 
deals successfully and eternally with the dread disease. 
It is no experiment. It is a certain cure. For “the 


blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 

cf 
The Welcome 


Anyone who turns to God finds such a welcome 
as no human friend could ¢ver extend. The prodigal 
son discovered this when he came back, in shame and 
humiliation and confession, to his father. The father 
not only received him; he ran to meet him. As Moody 
said: “We are expected when we come to Christ.” 
God is never taken by surprise when anyone comes to 
him. He has known in advance that that one would 
come, He has made ready in advance. God’s expec- 
tation, in preparation for the’ meeting or the reunion, 
is greater than the best expectation that man can have, 
Whether it is the first time we have ever come to 
God, or is the thousandth or ten thousandth time of 
coming back again, God wants us to come. We could 
not come unless he wanted us to. We come only be- 
cause of his wondrous drawing and winning and re- 


storing power. Why not today? — for we are expected, 
. Pad 
The Undeserving 


Only the undeserving are the objects of God’s 
grace. And that means all of us. Christ died for 
the ungodly; and “whosoever will” of ‘the ungodly may 
receive the unspeakable gift of God, Christ as Saviour. 
Instantly there is a new birth, a new creation, and the 
saved one then has a love for God that no unsaved soul 
can know. Then God’s wonderful purposes and bless- 
ings begin to be realized. But, let us never forget, 
it is all of grace. Some one has commented on a 
precious declaration of grace in the Bible, that word 


in Romans 8: 28 that “we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God,” and has 
said that it means that “for those who work according 
to God’s will and purpose, all things work together 
for good.” Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
Any such interpretation of the Scripture entirely re- 
verses and falsifies the Word of God. For it would 
make the working together of all things for good con- 
ditional upon our good works, our merit. And God 
makes no such discouraging statement as that. Those 
“that love God” are those who have been born again 
by faith in him, and in whose hearts he is creating 
love. This means that God does not cast off any child 
of his even if that child sins; and if the believer is 
not working according to God’s will and purpose, God 
still continues to make all things (except sin, of course) 
work together for that one’s good. “If we are faith- 
less, He abideth. faithful; for He cannot deny Him- 
self” (2 Timm 2:13). 
> at 


Good News for the Deaf 


Our inability to hear is no barrier to God. In the 
front pews in some churches will be seen a card read- 
ing “Reserved for the Deaf.” There is special pro- 
Vision, either by the location of the pew or by the use 
of hearing devices, for those who could not otherwise 
get the message. And so God has a place specially 
reserved for the deaf, in his giving of the Good News 
of life. If you have been deaf to God’s Word, God’s 
appeal, God’s unspeakable gift, there is a place re- 
served for you, that you may hear. God is able to 
speak even to deaf ears, in words that can be heard. 
“And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the 
book,” said the prophet of old (Isa. 29:18). “Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for 
in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams 
in the desert” (Isa. 35:5, 6). Of the miraculous min- 
istry of Christ we read, “The blind receive their sight, 
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:5). There 
are many who can say today, with thanksgiving for 
the miracle power of the Great Physician, “He hath 
done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, 
and the dumb to speak” (Mark 7:37). The place “re- 
served for the deaf” is the place of God’s grace, where 
“whosoever will’? may come. 


The Devil’s Kitchen 


N COMMON parlance we speak of things being 

“cooked up,” when tampered with to suit the occa- 

sion. There is a sense of unrighteousness about 
it. Nowhere is this done so professionally as in the 
Devil’s kitchen. He is an adept at this form of the 
culinary art. No one can make evil things look more 
appetizing and tasty, — but what suffering results from 
partaking of such dainties!. 

The Devil’s kitchen can be set up anywhere, at a 
moment’s notice. He dearly loves to plant it in a 
church or. denominational gathering. He has a pen- 
chant for committee rooms. He glories in using those 
whom we would least suspect of having anything to 
do with him. Alas! there are few indeed who have 
not helped in his kitchen at some time, either by guilty 
silence or shameful consent. It is never easy ta stand 
alone or with a minority, especially if those whom we 
greatly respect are on™ the other side. If we could 
only visualize the ever-present Christ, what 4 differ- 
ence it would make in our attitude toward many ques- 
tions. It is often less disconcerting to grieve the un- 
seen Holy Spirit than the person whose face visibly 
clouds over whenever a questionable measure is op- 
posed. Dr. Charles Brown of London, Eng., once said 
in the course of a sermon, “My friends, I believe that 
many people are held back from what they feel and 
know to be right by their private friendships, that the 
public good and a great cause is often sacrificed on 
the altar of private friendship. There are of course 
lower considerations than those, where a man is in- 
fluenced purely by the interests of his own pocket, 


nothing higher than that, which is unchristian and 
contemptible. But one knows of more than one in- 
stance in which a cause has been sacrificed, if not 
betrayed, and a- man has failed to do what was plainly 
right because the doing thereof would have injured or 
offended or estranged a friend.” 

“A clerical sycophant,” says Spurgeon, “is only fit 
to be a scullion in the Devil’s kitchen.” 

Was it not a “cooked up” story that led to the down- 
fall of the human race? —“Ye shall not surely die: 
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thefeof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil.” 

The Scriptures fail hot to tell of the greatest saints, 
after lapsing into sin, coming from the Devil’s kitchien 
with dainty deceptions. But for the hand of God, 
Abraham in his lack of faith would have lost his 
wife in twice trying to pass her off as his sister. 
Truth-telling may sometimes seem dangerous, but we 
take far greater risks with half truths. They generally 
reveal“a distrust of God, and a blind faith in our own 
blundering ability to release ourselves from embarrass- 
ing situations. See how Isaac foolishly followed in 
his father’s footsteps, saying to the men of Gerar, 
“She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my 
wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill 
me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon.” 

If the Devil can persuade parents to serve- in his 
kitchen, he knows that it will not be so difficult to 
draw the children in also. In no way perhaps is he 
more successful than by this use of half truths made 
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to look like whole truths. How much we as Christians 
need to take to heart the words of the Spirit in Ephe- 
sians, “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every 
man truth with his neighbour: for we are members 
one of another. , .. Neither give place to the devil.” 

Did Moses for a moment dream that Aaron would 
enter the Devil’s kitchen while he himself was away 
up the mount with God? Surely it was anger without 
sin when he cast the tables of the testimony out of his 
hands and broke them beneath the mount. His de- 
struction of the golden calf was in keeping with the 
words of Jehovah, “I have seen this people, and, be- 
hold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me 
alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and 
that I may consume them.” But for the Christ, whom 
Moses in spirit so pleadingly, so self- sacrificingly and 
so unforgettably foreshadowed, the wrath of God must 
have inevitably had its way with us all — “Yet now, if 
thou wilt forgive their sin —; 
pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.” 
“The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath-ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

The Devil is very daring with this kitchen of his. 
He tried, not without success sometimes, to enlist 
the apostles in his service. He had Judas on his pay 
roll from the start. At times even Peter became his 
unconscious instrument. On one occasion Jesus turned 
and said unto Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but those that be of men.’ 

God’s people suffer many things at the hands of 
sinners who serve in the Devil’s kitchen. Joseph. is 
one. great outstanding Biblical example. What a story 
was “cooked, up” for his old father, Jacob, by his jeal- 
ous brethren concerning the blood on the coat of many 
colors, when they sold him into Egypt! Think of 
the wicked tale Potiphar’s wife prepared for her hus- 
band when he returned home, causing the innocent 
Joseph to be cast into prison. How comforting the 
assurance in such heart-breaking experiences, “The 
Lord knoweth how to de:iver the godly out of tempta- 
tions, and fo reserve the unjust unto the day of judg- 
ment to be punished.” 

So many get themselves into trouble because they 
do not abstain from every form of evil. There are 
habits that do not seem particularly harmful to _per- 
sons indulging in them, but they give the Devil the 
opportunity he is seeking. Hence we see the wisdom 
of the first Psalm: “Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
‘way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
But his detight is in the law of the Lord; and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night.” 

It is very necessary at times to take stock of our 
habits, lest Satan should get advantage of us. He has 


and if not, blot me, I 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a way of making much out of little, and of flavoring 
it to suit various tastes. When he cannot find any- 
thing in us to use, there are always those who are 
willing to supply ingredients from the larder of a per- 
verted imagination. It was so when ‘our Lord was 
brought before Pilate: “And they began to accuse 
him, saying, We found this fellow perverting | the na-. 
tion, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar.” Again, 
when he was risen from the dead, “They gave large 
money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His disciples 
came by night, and stole him away while we slept. 

So they took the money, and did as they were 
taught.” 

The serving up of false doctrine is the Devil’s spe- 
cialty. He knows how to season tainted food with a 
little Scripture to make it palatable. More people are 
deceived this way than almost any other. It is the 
cause of much spiritual defection. Though behind it 
there is often a deeper cause — prayerlessness and an 
unstudied Bible. Not infrequently there is the indul- 
gence in some secret sin. Yet what zealots for the 
Scriptures such people will become while proof pas- 


“sages, wrested from their context, can be found to 


give credence to the error that has captivated their 
hearts and minds. 

Let us not forget that when the Devil cannot -cor- 
rupt our doctrine, he will do his best to spoil our 
spirit. No little harm-is done to the cause of Christ 
by the way the message of salvation is sometimes 
served to sinners. How terribly Mcses blundered when 
he said to the murmuring people of Israel, “Hear now, 
ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?” 

It is surprising how many things come from the 
Devil’s kitchen in religious controversy. At no time 
is it so easy to be unfair, and to insinuate base motives 
without knowing all the facts. The Devil does not 
care about the,gain or loss of points so long as souls 
are bewildered and the cause of Christ receives a set- 


CK, 

When called upon to defend the Gospel, we need above 
all other times to ask ourselves the Psalmist’s ques- 
tion, “Who can understand his errors?” and to pray as 
he did, “Cleanse thou me from secret faults. Keep 
back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me: then shall I be up- 
right, and I shall be innocent from the great trans- 
gression.” 

What a marvelous change for good would come over 
our churches if professing Christians, frequenting the 
Devil’s kitchen, were to quit! The enemy of our souls 
could not accomplish nearly so much with people who 
make no profession. “Resist the devil,” says James, 

“and he will flee from you.” There is no surer way 
of doing this than as the Holy Spirit teaches us. in 
Colossians, “Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your ngage is 
hid with Christ in God.” 





Can We Thank God for What He Is? 


I have been an enthusiastic reader of The Sunday 
School Times for a great many years, and | think 1! had 
never seen anything in it to call in question until the 
arrival of the issue of February 27, when I saw on the 
first page an editorial entitled “Giving Thanks for God’s 
Holiness.” I confess that it struck me very strangely. 
I have been preaching the Gospel for fifty years, and I 
never used such an expression. How could it be a eor- 
rect use of language to thank God for what he is? I 
praise him for his holiness, and thank him fof the grace 
that is intended to make me a partaker of his holiness. 

I have often used this expression, especially in pub- 
lic prayer: ‘“‘We love thee for thyself. We love thee for 
what thou art, and we thank thee for what thou doest.” 
Will you say that I am splitting hairs? Yet ,how can 
I thank a person for what he is, for what he cannot 
help being? I could not thank a person for having blue 
eyes, or brown hair, and how can I thank God for his 
holiness? It would not be possible for him to be un- 
holy. I praise him for his justice and truth and power 
and goodness and for all his glorious attributes. I re- 
joice and glory in him, while I thank him for all that he 
has ever said, or done, or promised. 

I use the word “bless” as practically synonymous with 
the word “praise,” go that I praise and bless his holy 
name for all that he is or has done, but I do not thank 
him for what he is. Am I right, or am I wrong? Can 
you afford space for a brief reply?—A Massachusetts 
Reader. 


The Times is grateful for the fellowship of this 
devoted minister of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and. for the spirit of true worship that is so evident 
in his letter. The distinction that he suggests, between 
praise and thanksgiving in our attitude toward God, is 
not an unusual one; others have felt the same way 
about these words as expressing somewhat different 
attitudes toward God, — that is, that we properly praise 
God for what he-is, and thank God for what he does, 
It is evident that there is a reasonableness in this dis- 
tinction. 





But when we come to study the Scriptures, and the 
use of the words “praise” and “thanksgiving” by the 
infallibly inspired holy men of old, who wrote the very 
“words . , . which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 
2:13), we find that praise and thanksgiving are inter- 
changeable as expressions of our adoration of God, in 
our recognition of what he is and what he does. The 
distinction suggested by this earnest reader does not 
seem to be made in the Bible. 

Thus when the foundation of the temple of the Lord 
was laid, under Ezra, it was atime of great praise 
and thanksgiving in Israel, and the priests and the 
Levites came together in Jerusalem to sing. “And they 
sang together by course in praising and giving thanks 
unto the Lord; because he is good, for his mercy en- 
dureth forever toward Israel” (Ezra, 3:11). If this 
passage seems to bear out the distinction;-in suggesting 
that they praised the Lord for being good, and thanked 
him for showing mercy, we turn over to the Psalms 
and find the Psalmist saying: “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? 
hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the 
help of his countenance” (Psa. 42:5). Here we would 
expect to find the expression “thank” for what God 
does in helping the troubled soul; but the inspired 
singer praises God for what he does, 

Again, a New Testament: writer. calls upon God's 
children: “Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks 
to his name” (Heb. 133 15). God's name stands for 
what he is,— “I am that I am”; and we are both to 
praise him and to thank him for this. There is no 
mention in that Scripture passage of anything that 
God does. 

The living creatures before the throne of God “give 
glory and honor and thanks to him that sat on the 
throne, who liveth for ever and ever” (Rev. 4:9); 
and we read that the burden of their thanksgiving, in 
which “they rest not day and night,” is in these words: 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
is, and is to come.” This is a song of thanksgiving, 
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Two Evolutionary Falsehoods 





AVE you ever heard it said that the vermiform 

‘appendix, in the human body, is a useless relic 
of man’s animal ancestry ?» ‘This has-been one of : ithe 
'* scientific proofs” of evolution. 


But recently, m a lecture before the Royal Pee 
of Medicine, Great Britain, Sir Arthur Keith has 
demonstrated with scientific precision that this theory 
ol the appendix can no longer be defended. Si 
Arthur is one of England’s most successful surgeons, 
and, as some one has humorously suggested, he has 
performed the operation of removing the appendix 
completely trom the body of evolutionary arguments. 


Another “scientific evidence’’ of evolution has been 
the “lanugo,”” or alleged long’ hair with which the 
human embryo is covered, but which it is said to shed 
before birth. 


Professor Julian S. Huxley has recently broadcast 
this idea in England ; and Professor George McCready 
Price in a personal letter to Professor. Huxley chal- 
lenged the scientist’s statement. 


Professor Huxley made an amazing feply to Pro- 
fessor Price,— and now this “ evidence" 
has disappeared. . 


for evolution 


If you would like to know more about these two 
remarkable instances, which pile up the evidence that 
evolution is a mere guess of scientists that has never 
yet been proved and never can be proved, you will 
be interested in an article telling the story in full, in 
next week's issue of The Sunday School Times, by 
George McCready Price, M.A., entitled ‘‘ Some 
Evolutionary Falsehoods Exposed.” 








but it worships God for what he is, for the hoiiness 
and eternity of his being, : 
The Massachusetts reader calls attention to the use 
of the word “bless” as practically synonymous with 
“praise,” so that God’s name is blessed for what he is. 
This is true indeed, but the Scriptures do not limit our 
blessing of God to what he is, but tell us to bless him 
also for what he does. In that wonderful Psalm 103, 
of adoration of God, David blesses him both for what 
he is and for what he does, as he sings: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
bless his holy name. 
Bless’ the Lord, O my soul, 
benefits. 
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; 
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crown- 
eth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies. 


and all that is within me, 


and fotget not all his 


There is an inspired list of the gracious activities 
of God in our behalf, the wonderful things he does 
for the undeserving but trusting sinner. And for these 
marvelous works of God we bless his holy name. 

Is not the reason for this interchange of praise and 
thanksgiving and blessing in our hearts, as we wor- 
ship God, the precious fact that what he is cannot be 
separated from what he does? God is love; and be- 
cause God is love, his mercy “is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteous- 
ness unto children’s children.” Surely it is proper to 
have our hearts filled and overflowing with thanks- 
giving to God for himself: for his marvelous, glorious 
person and being. Faith starts with the recognition of 
what God-is, “for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is’ (Heb. 11:6). Then, as Dr. David M. 
M’Intyre’s editorial in The Sunday School Times 
said, “After faith comes thanksgiving. ‘Thou art 
holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel’ 
(Psa. 22: 3).” Having believed that God is, the next 
step, as the inspired writer to the Hebrews teils us, 
is to believe “that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek him.” Faith accepts the being of God, and 
the works of God, and thanks him for both. So the 
Psalmist tells us to “give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness” (Psa. 30: 4),— for what he is as well as 
what he does. And as we praise and thank and bless 
God for the wonder and beauty of his being, we find 
that he “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think,” and we lift to him our praise in 
the words, “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end, Amen.” 
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Great Apostle in the cities he 
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of Paul which covers his ministry’ from. the 
time he left‘Athens to thé moment hie ‘finished 
his course and went, from the “executioner’s  block-out- 
side Rome f receive his “crown of righteousheéss.” ~~ 
It seems to me that we Sliall best do this by notic- 
ing a striking connection between’ certain portions of 
our Bible reading and the incidents associated- with 
the cities visited by the apostle*during this period. ~— 
Let us then cansider : a ‘ 


CortntH — EccLEsIASTICAL EXCLUSIVENESS 

“I am persuaded, ‘that neither death, nor life, not 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things. present, 
nor things to come, -nor -height, nor depth,“ nor’ any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 


W: ARE to consider that portion of’ the career 


love of God” (Rom. 8: 38, 39). 


After his brave oration before the philosophers of 
Athens Paul passed to Corinth. And. what-was. the 
outstanding feature of his sojourn in this city? Was 
it difficulties encountered with her rampant licentious< 
ness, her orgies of vice, the devotees of her leve-tem- 
ple and its thousand slave-girl prostitutes?. No, none 


of these, It was his struggle with ecclesiastical bigotry 


and exclusiveness. True to his custom he went to the 
Jewish synagogue, He stuck to the old church until 
she thrust him out... Among her adherents he found 
willing hearers and not-a few converts. I think I 
hear him preaching: ‘Now, listen to me and to my 
companions! Listen, I say, for ‘we are ambassadors 
for Christ,’ we speak with his authority, ‘as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.’ Believe your Messiah 
has already come, your hopes are realized. Can’t you 
see that it is our sins that must first be dealt with? 
Our sins must be put away before our national glory 
can be revealed. I tell you then ‘first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac- 
I know this sounds’ like 
blasphemy to you Jews and foolishness to you Greeks, 
but it is nevertheless true.” 

Then, I can imagine the tumult in that synagogue; 
the fiery arguments between Paul’s converts and the 
Pharisees, the babble of tongues and angered protesta- 
tions, until Paul, with final instructions from God on 
the subject, silences the uproar by mounting. some 
prominence and stands before them. “Behold!” I 


think he would cry, “ ‘Your blood be upon your ‘own - 


heads’; I am clean of responsibility for enlightening 
you any further: ‘from henceforth I will go unto the 
Gentiles.”” Then-I see the small flock of Christians 
follow him into the near-by house lent for his meet- 


ings. 

After this the Lord began working wonders in that 
little room. The Holy Ghost fell. Living streams of 
the water of life flowed into_hearts that had been -well- 
nigh withered by the*powerless ritualism of the near- 
by synagogue. The priests saw their congregations 
dwindling, their influence waning, their money bags 
decreasing. They rose in frenzy to stamp out this 
impudent intruder, this audacious tent-making preacher. 
Artists at hag ton gro mob, they rushed with it to the 
house where Pai 
the Roman proconsul Gallio. “Away with him,” I 
hear them shriek. “He has preached blasphemy. He 
has opened a church of his own and«taken a lot of 
our people. Lock him up! Stop his talking or let us 
kill him!” But I think I hear Gallio reply, “Nothing 
doing! -I’m no specialist in church rows. Nor am 
I a judge between wrangling sects. Jewish theolog- 
ical phrases don’t interest me. Begone! What! You 
mean to contend with me!- Lictors, clear this court!” 
Whereupon I watch the soldiers lower their spears 
while the fuming priests with the jabbering mob beat 
a rapid retreat, ‘ 
._ Now here you have ecclesiastical exclusiveness, 
That-was the first obstacle which Paul had to over- 
come in the period covered by this review. And so 
when he wrote, “I am persuaded that ... nor powers, 
. .. Shalt be able to separate us from the love of God,” 
he included ecclesiastical. powers, These are the “powers 
that be’ that excommunicate men because of honest 
non-vital differences of opinion, and would hound to 
exhaustion aad despair those who feel called to leave 
their organization. Powers that avoid and boycott 
good Christians because they don’t happen to be tagged 
with their denominational label. And truly these sep- 
arating influences are busy today. Satan has the saints 
all barred off by sectarian hurdles, so that some of 
the very best of the Lord’s ‘people know as little about 
each other and fellowship as little with each other a 
with the Hottentots of Africa. : 


Epnesus — Sprritist Forces ANp VESTED INTERESTS 
Paul in his enumeration of the things that cannot 


' separate us from Christ mentions “principalities” and 
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Triumph in the Life 


What we may learn from: the opposition which-met the 


By ‘“‘Ambassador” Herbert Booth 


~~ 
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Shortly after “Ambassador” Booth, youngest son 
of the.late General Booth of the Salvation Army, 
had taken up the work laid down by William 
Jennings Bryan with. the Tourists’ Bible Class of 
‘Miami, Florida, it was learned with regret that, 
due to ill health, Mr. Booth would have to dis- 
continue his ministry. His first address before the 
Bryan Bible Class was published in The Sunday 
School Times of January 9. A later address, pre- 
pared for the class are never delivered, is given 
ere. 








“angels.” I think he refers here to demon hosts of 
Satan— angels who fell from “their first estate.” 
The. other angels. are not “powers” that seek to sep- 
arate from God. The powers here referred to are 
ideritical with those of which he speaks to the Ephe- 
sians as “spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Paul, on arriving at Ephesus, visited a little com- 
pany of Christians who, like many today, were en- 
deavoring to follow Christ’s precepts without the power 
of the Holy’ Ghost. After telling of the outpoured 
Spirit and leading them into His realization he and 
they worked together with “signs and wonders” fol- 
lowing. The sick were healed, the dumb spake, the 
lame leapt for joy and great crowds were attracted. 
Then -seven bad sons of a certain high priest (which 
didn’t speak. well for the priestly home-religion of 
that time!) thought they could accomplish, with their 
spiritistic methods, quite as good healings as Paul’s, 
and: decided to. try what they could do in the name of 
the Jesus he preached. They didn’t appreciate:his get- 
ting all the crowd and so much of the praise. By 
taking up the same “formula” they thought they could 
hold their own. And so they started in, like many mod- 
ern Christians, to use the sacred Name for a selfish 
purpose. But they found that trying to cast out devils 
by the power of devils is a dangerous iness. 

“We'll show this crowd how we can do it,” I hear 
them say to each other, as lifting their hands in imi- 
tation of the apostolic method of benediction, they 
cried with much ostentation to the evil spirit: “We 
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.”:. But they 
struck a hard case. The demoniac was a better the- 
ologian than they were— “Jesus I know, and Paul I 
know; but ‘who are ye?” he cried.- Stirred into frenzy 
by the protesting demon he leapt, with flaming eyes, 
upon these lying magicians, tore the garments from 
their bodies, and sent them, with I@erated flesh, shriek- 
ing into the street. 

The demons-know the vast difference between their 
own systems Of cure and those of the Lord Jesus. 
They. are in-no uncertainty about the distinction be- 
tween the blessed and eternal Holy Spirit and the op- 
posing unholy spirits by which every cunning sorceret 
does his soul-damning business. And, my friends, this 
deadly foe of God and man is with us today, yes, in 
ever-increasing force. Millions of spiritists are op- 
perating through thousands of mediums, upon the minds 
and bodies of their deluded victims. Let us take heed 
and remember that while we remain under the shelter 
of the blood of Christ not all the demons of the nether 
world can separate us from his love. 

Paul had to face this same spiritist power when he 
met Demetrius. ‘This time, however, there was added 
the lure of unhallowed profits. The world-famed tem- 
ple of Diana afforded a splendid opportunity, by the 
manufacture of little silver shrines connected with its 
idolatry, for making money. The apostle found him- 
self up against this “vested interest.” The city was 
crowded with visitors for the annual “week of Diana” 
—a festival of religion and games in one. It was 
the occasion for a boom in the silver shrine trade. 

Then sounded the voice of the apostle saying doubt- 
jess what he had spoken in Athens. “We ought not to 
think thas the Godhead is like unto gold or silver, or 
stone, graven by art and man’s device,” and declaring 
that they are no gods that are made with hands. Ah, 
me, the fat was in the fire! Demetrius gathered the 
craftsmen, and the craftsmen gathered the mob. The 
appeal to avarice sufficed for the craftsmen and the 
appeal to. fanaticism inflamed the mob. Like the sense- 
less thing’ a mob always is, they stampeded to the 
amphitheater and, without knowing really what was the 
matter, they stood on the stone benches and yelled for 
the space of two hours “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians.” Then when the town clerk had assured them 
that they were shouting about nothing; that the goddess 
was still in her place, and that the only trouble seemed 
to be in the pockets of the “craftsmen,” the people 
went home to nurse their sore throats and their pas- 
sions back to~normality. 

Here was the mighty power of vested interest. No 





—_ force exists for separating men from God. 
rofit-getting will often dry up the fountains ef the 
soul and turn’a man into a slot machine for gathering 
dimes. More, it has turned honest men into humbugs. 
Men sometimes fight like savages for creeds, churches 
and organizations, when the only thing about them for 
which they care a rap is the gain they get out of them. 
It’s the most difficult matter in the world to get the 
truth into people’s heads when their kets are be- 
ing filled with the profits of falsity. Vested interests 
in a dead church will fight to a finish a- revival, if that 
revival threatens the inconsistencies upon which those 
interests thrive. Paul had to fight this; and it was 
among the things that failed to separate him from 
Christ. We must fight, too. 


Mitetus — THE Putt or PeErsonat CoNSIDERATIONS 


The apostle speaks of “things present” and “things 
to come” as among the factors that cannot separate 
the believer from Christ. .And this fact is again illus- 


trated at the next point of call, in the period under re-. 


view. This took place at Miletus. 
It was here that one of the most touching incidents 
in the apostle’s life occurred. The church at Ephesus 


-had come there to greet and take leave of him. Oh, 


how he loved it! What memories its presence brought 
back! What affections had been born and nurtured 
in that tender heart for these dear children of his in the 
Lord! What incidents ‘associated with their personal 
history would return as he looked into their faces, 
recalled their. struggles, confessions, lapses, reclama- 
tions, affectionate service, faithful co-operation! These 
were “things present” — loved and hard to part with. 
And yet to have clung to them under’ such circumstances 
would have been to resist the will of God, while to 
separate himself from such present and precious com- 
panionships would enable him to say “in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” What a very real. pull it must have been on the 
apostle’s heart when “they all wept sore, and fell on 
Paul’s neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for 
the words which he spake, that they should see his face 
no more.” 

And, my friends, many good followers of Christ 
have been turned from the path of Christian service 
because the claim of “things present’ — husband, wife, 
sons, daughters, lover, fiancée — got between them atid 
their call to some Jerusalem of sacrifice and service. 
Never till the Judgment Day shall we know the crowns 
of victory that have been lost through the pull of per- 
sortal interest. 

Again, our reading today goes on to speak of the 
dread of “things future’ as a factor that would sep- 
arate us from Christ. Paul had to face this power 
both at Miletus and Cesarea. “Behold,” he cries at 
Miletus, “I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing-the things that shall befall me there: save... 
that bonds and afflictions abide me.” And when the 
Cesarea disciples “besought him not to go up to Jeru- 
salem” Paul answered, “What mean ye to weep and 
to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus.” 

Oh, my friends, how many of the Lord’s children 
have allowed themselves to lose the sweet conscious- 
ness of God’s superabounding love through a harass- 
ing dread of “things future’! They’re always antici- 
pating trouble. They brood over difficulties ahead. 
When called to a courageous ministry, their faith suc- 
cumbs to an overwhelming multitude of suppositions. 
“What shall I do if my business fails, or my friends 
desert, or my health gives way?” “How could I face 
poverty, shame, slander, which might result from an 
outspoken attack on popular wrongs?” “If I forsake 
the compromisers and separate myself from the world- 
ly-minded, how would I endure the loneliness, derision, 
and scorn of friends and foes?” Such people® get 
that they have no warrant for anticipating disaster, 
and that such as may materialize can never, while they 
trust in God, separate them from Christ. For if Christ 
loved us enough to die for us, how shall he fail to sup- 
port us now that he lives again to strengthen us by his 
grace? 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
+ 


Why not precede the regular Sunday evening serv- 
ice by a fifteen or twenty-minute song service? Others 
have done it and found increased attendance and 
interest and better singing, thereby. One of. the best 
books for this purpose is Victorious Life Hymns, 
published by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, 
or $55 a hundred, in cloth binding, and 40 cents a copy, 
or $35 a hundred in manila binding. 
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Earth’s Record of the Primitive Creation 


And how it is interpreted in the light of the Bible 





By Giorgio Bartoli, Ph.D., D.Sc., D.D. 








of the primitive creation of the earth, as it was 

before the demoniacal destruction. Even to school 
boys are known the poetic pictures, the ideal forests, 
the lovely meadows, streams and rivulets of the Car- 
boniferous Epoch, when, according to a_ theory 
accepted as incontestably true by all geologists, the 
earth was much warmer than now, the precipitation 
of rain more abundant, and far richer in carbonic 
acid. The earth was then covered with gigantic for- 
ests, from one pole to the other; we can still perceive 
the remains of these, although in a very small propor- 
tion, in the coal deposits that exist everywhere, from 
north to south, in the cold, temperate, tropical, and 
torrid regions. Those forests were overrun by gi- 
gantic animals, colossal winged serpents, enormous 
crocodiles, huge elephants, strange and frightful birds, 
the skeletons of which may be seen in the museums 
of the world. 

It is my belief that the Carboniferous Epoch of our 
earth is a fragmentary record of the primitive earth, 
before its destruction took place. The earth of those 
distant times was infinitely more beautiful than the 
present one, richer in vegetable and animal forms, more 


| HAVE said that in our earth traces have remained 


wealthy in useful and precious metals and gems, —. 


such, indeed, as to defy the most vivid imagination of 
poets and novelists, And the whole earth was, then, 
so lovely! In fact, those tropical forests where thou- 
sands of palms and gigantic ferns raised their feathery 
leaves to the sky, now seen only in India, Brazil, and 
torrid Africa, then grew everywhere: on the banks 
of the Thames as at the foot of the Alps; in the cen- 
ter of Asia, now a desert, as in India; at the poles, 
near the Great Lakes of the United States, and in the 
very center of the Sahara Desert. Geologists attribute 
the Carboniferous formations to the Palaeozoic age, a 
very ancient period of the earth, the second one from 
its beginning, the dawn of life. I attribute the same 
to the primitive earth. The tabulated epochs of geol- 
ogists deserve, as we heard from Huxiey, and even 
from Darwin, very little consideration; but when con- 
trasted with Genesis, they deserve none. He who has 
read only one of geol may think it a sci- 
ence; should you read two independent books, you 
immediately lose confidence; if you read a number 
of them, you are forced to exclaim, “We know very 
little, next to nothing, and the little we know is very 
doubtful!” The writer of these articles is a geolo- 
gist, and a Director of Mines into the bargain! 

The first earth, the earth overrun by the gigantic 
animals, has left some distant record in the coal *de- 
posits that man finds all over the world. Those gi- 
gantic animals were proportioned to that earth, not 
to ours; and so man never saw them. Here also the 
principle of decadence prevails, not the principle of 
indefinite progress. The second earth, the earth of 
the reconstruction, though beautiful, was far inferior 
in beauty to the first one; as the earth of Adam and 
Eve was far better, richer, and more lovely than the 
earth of the present day. For the earth is slowly, 
gradually, but surely, drying up and turning into a 
desert. Man, under Satan, the prince and god of this 
world, is slowly destroying the earth by cutting down 
its forests; whence the denudation of mountains, the 
landslips of hills and terraces, the silting up of rivers 
and sea coasts, the changing of climates and regular 
seasons, the growth of malaria and other deadly dis- 
eases, and, finally, the desert, solitude, and death. Not 
without reason the earth was cursed together with 
Adam, and the whole creation now “groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in pain, wishing to be delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption, and waiting for the manifestation 
[the unveiling] of the sons of God, when the creation 
will get free from that awful tyrant who has sub- 
jected it to corruption’ (Rom. 8: 22), 


One Explanation for Crystalline Rocks 


There prevails now among geologists a theory about 
eur earth which one may believe to be very well 
grounded, and which the writer accepts. They think 
that fire had, in reality, very little to do with our 
earth; in consequence, most of the crystalline rocks, 
once attributed to the agency of fire, are now thought 
to be due to the powerful agency of water. They also 
believe that the great mountain chains, once supposed 
to have been raised up by volcanoes, are the result 
of other forces, some violent, most of them slow and 
gradual, and subject moreover to chemical processes 
of vast and far-reaching effects. They finally teach 
that our earth in most ancient times, before the ap- 
pearance of man, underwent an appalling catastrophe, 
by reason of which the earth’s axis was displaced and 
broken into pieces, and that in consequence the earth 
was literally upset, disembowelled, destroyed. As the 
Scandinavian mythology and the Egyptian priests as- 
sert, “after the catastrophe the sun rose where before 


« 


As this remarkable series by the eminent Italian 
scientist on the Bible story of creation comes to 
a close, there are doubtless many who will wish 
to have the entire series in permanent form, as a 
valuable addition to their reference library, or 
as gifts to college students, pastors, and others 
who will be helped by this contribution to “the 
faith once for all delivered.” The book -of 155 
pages contains not only the six articles that have 

in the Times, but a great deal of addi- 
tional material not readily accessible te most 
students of the Bible. The title is “The Biblical 
Story of Creation, in the Light of the Recently 
Discovered Babylonian Documents”; it may be 
obtained from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, at $1.25, plus 10 cents postage. 








it set,” thus showing how universal, how deep, how 
appalling the ~ataclysm was, 

he signs of this ‘catastrophe are not wanting, 
partly ysical, partly geological, astronomical, and 
chemical. One of these is generally known to people 
who are not familiar with geology and astronomy. It 
is a very well-known fact that, as mentioned above, 
during the Carboniferous Epoch the terrestrial equator 
passing through what are now cold and northern re- 
gions, while regions that now are tropical or torrid 
lay under a thick sheet of ice, immersed in the most 
intense cold. This fact is attributed by most geolo- 
gists to the breaking of the axis of the earth, which 
was due, according to some, to the powerful attraction 
of a star that came too near our earth; others main- 
tain that the catastrophe was due to the pouring out of 
immense masses of lava which, lying on the surface 
of the earth, caused it by their great weight to lose 
its center of gravity. Still others put forward other 
reasons. The fact is certain; the explanation uncertain 
and doubtful. 


What Displaced the Earth’s Axis? 


May I suggest an explanation that is at least as 
plausible as those alluded to? The Bible, the Baby- 
lonian Poem of Creation, the Book of Enoch, the an- 
cient Vedic, Persian, dinavian, Etruscan, and 
Greek poems narrate the fall of the rebellious angels 
from heaven upon the earth. The consequence of that 
fall was the destruction of our earth. This is certain. 
But how was that destruction effected? I am inclined 
to think that, by their fall, the angels displaced the vast 
masses of waters @hat undoubtedly exist above our 
sky. The ocean of sweet waters, represented in the 
Babylonian Poem of Creation by Apsu, fell down and 
mixed its waters with the salt-water ocean repre- 
sented by Tiamat. That immense weight of water 
displaced the earth’s axis, broke it to pieces, and thus 
literally destroyed the earth. This havoc was effected 
through water, not by fire. 

The entire Biblé is filled with this idea. According 
to the Scripture there is a Heaven of the heavens where 
God dwells, among an almost infinite number of stars, 
i. e., angels, There is also a stellar heaven, and there 
is the heaven of our sun, moon, and planets. There 
are waters over our sky; and, once upon a time, there 
was an abyss or chaos, possessed or guarded by Rahab, 
Leviathan and other:dragons, who were the dragons 
of the abyss. The earth, says the Bible, was covered 
“with a deep [abyss] as with a garment: the waters 
stood above the mountains.” It was chaos. But at 
the rebuke of God “they fled; at the voice of thy 
[God’s] thunder they hasted away. They go up by 
the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the 
place which thou [God] hast founded for them. Thou 
hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that they 
turn not again to cover the earth’ (Psa. 104). The 
sacred poet does not speak here of the deluge. It is 
the Song of the Creation, not the poem of the deluge. 
The waters which, at the deluge, drowned all men, 
were the ministers of God’s wrath against humanity; 
here the waters are rebuked by God and chased away 
by him. These waters are the ministers of Satan’s 
spite against the Almighty. The primitive earth was 
created by most beautiful and perfect; our earth, 
as Scripture says, was made to stand “out of the water 
and in the water: whereby the world that then was, 
being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Pet. 3:5). 

The Babylonian poem teaches the same thing. Apsu 
the sweet-water ocean joins Tiamat the salt-water 
ocean. The two gods of disorder join together to fight 
the gods of order. They mingled their waters in one. 
Did the weight of the waters that are over the sky 
suffice, when fallen upon the earth, to displace its axis? 
Who can reasonably deny it? Yea, only a great weight, 
a_ colossal weight laid on the earth’s surface could 
displace its center of gravity and break its axis. Was 


~~ 


this the mode of action resorted to by the rebellious 
angels in order to destroy the earth, and reduce it to 
achaos? It is more than probable, and the earth bears 
still the marks of the catastrophe. 

The magnificent tropical forests with. which the 
earth was then covered lay buried under the colossal 
ruin, and became, through the course of centuries, the 
actual coal-fields of our day. The gigantic animals 
that peopled our planet suffered the same fate as the 
forests, and perished all together by a violent and sud- 
den death; and we now find a few of them in a fossil 
state, perfectly preserved. These fossils are, to my 
belief, a vestige, a trace, a sign, a relic of that awful 
catastrophe, brought about by the wickedness of Satan 
and of his rebellious angels. No fossils are formed 
now, either“in the vegetable or animal kingdom. There 
is no record of any really fossilized animal, the date of 
whose burial can be historically certain. For many 
millenniums plants, animals, men, dead and buried, 
have decayed through slow chemical alterations and 
are sooner or later reduced to dust, according to the 
divine command, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return.” 

The interpretation of Genesis that we have followed 
out through this book is the true one, and the only true 
one. It is not contrary to scienée; on the other hand 
it sheds a flood of light on true science. It closely 
follows the Biblical symbolism, which always takes 
darkness to mean the forces of nature,—7i, e., Satan 
and his kingdom; whereas light is the symbol of Grace, 
of Love, of God. It fully agrees with the sacred books 
of the nations, and especially with the most ancient 
Babylonian Poem of Creation. The teaching is found 
constantly throughout the Old and New Testaments, 
and has the authority of our Lord and of the apostles, 
It_ once occupied an honorable place in the Christian 
world, which, unfortunately, it lost later on. 

Happy are we if in the light of Genesis, thus in- 
terpreted, we increase our knowledge of God and of 
his holiness, and come to know also the awful strength 
and wiles of the Devil, whose constant effort is to 
thwart, oppose, and destroy God’s works. But God 
and his Christ do not abandon their children to the 
cruelty of the prince and god of this worlk “He 
that committeth sin,” says John, “is of the Devil; for 
the Devil sinneth from the beginning. For this pur- 
pose the .Son of God was manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the Devil” (John 3:8). Chris- 
tians need not be discouraged; the Son of God is cone 
stantly at our side undoing, destroying the works 
which the Devil, the great enemy of God) is plotting 
against us. 

San Basrrto, Cacirart, SArpIntA, ITALY. 


Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


And Jehovah appeared wnto him ,.. and he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men 
stood over against him: and whén he saw them, 
he ran te meet them (Gen. 18:1, 2). 


PV ERY visitor who comes into my life today is an 
appearancé of Jehovah unto me. And “visitor” 
may mean interruption. Any and every interruption 
in my life, as brought into it by other persons in ways 
not of my seekng nor of my control, ‘is a visitor sent 
or permitted of God. Shall I meet these, his ap- 
pearances, as Abraham did: run to meet them in eager- 
ness for the opportunity that they offer? Not unless 
I do can I get the blessing which God is trying to 
send by them, ; 

This is as beautiful a picture of true Oriental hose 

itality as one is ever likely to find in all literature. 

here is no reason to suppose Abraham knew that 
these men were angels or messengers of God, — except 
that to an Oriental every guest and stranger is such. 
Abraham simply leaped forward to place himself and 
all his resources at the service of the strangers whom 
he at once made his guests. And he entertained angels 
unawares. So may we, if we will receive eagerly, as 
from God, every one who crosses our path in life, 
The best meal we can offer them is the bread of life 
This is a call to daily personal evangelism, as well as 
to the recognizing of interruptions as God’s visits and 
tests. 


How may we know temptation, and how may weé 
best meet it successfully? Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents; 
postage, 5 cents), 
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How Revival Came to Moody Sunday School 





Working out the Entzminger. plan 


By Sidney E. Cox 














What pasta or. Suaday-schopl superintendent has not longed to see his entire Sanday-school at the morning 
preaching service 2 The realization of this ideal is one of the principal objectives of the plan worked out by Mr. 
campaign at the Moody gy ant is described in“the series of articles of which this is 


Entzminger, whose 
the fifth. The entire plan is detailed in Mr. 


Inger’s own book, ‘‘ The Sunday School Transformed,’’ 


which also contains reproductions of the attendance and record cards used in the system. It may be had from 
° The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia ($1.50, plus 12 cents postage). 


Entzminger plan as the standard for the Moody 

Sunday-school, it was determined from the outset 
that no one point should be emphasized more than an- 
other. We have not been boosting for an unusual at- 
tendance and losing sight of the other five points of 
the plan, and we do not purpose to do so in the future. 
We are more ambitious to build a standard school ad- 
hering to the principles that have been laid down than 
we are to build a school known only for its unusual 
attendance. It has been a cause for gratitude to God 
to notice that during the weeks that have passed since 
February 14, there has been a steady increase in each 
of the six points of the standard. oar 

From the commencement of the campaign the entire 
school from the Junior Department has attended the 
preaching service. This has not been accomplished as 
a result of a special appeal made to the S y-school 
to attend the preaching service. The fact that the Sun- 
day-school and church would be one wae kept before 
the school in all the preliminary discussions of. this 
plan. We have not presumed: that any of the mem- 
bers of these departments would expect to leave after 
the teaching session. We have made careful arrange- 
ments for the accommodation of the departments in the 
main auditorium of. the church, and in the merging of 
the one service with the other we have adopted the 
following plan: 

At 10.40 the first warning bell is sounded. This is 
a signal to the departments that in five minutes the 
second bell will ring, at which time they will adjourn 
to the main auditorium. At 10.45 the departments are 
conducted to the space allotted to them, each teacher 
accompanying his own class. The space for the de- 
partments is carefully reserved and ushers appointed 
to see that no confusion arises by those who come to 
attend the regular service seating themselves in these 
reserved sections. While the. Sunday-school depart- 
ments are moving from their various department rooms 
to the auditorium, a brief song service is being con- 
ducted with the Adult Department and the congrega- 
tion who have assembled for the preaching service. At 
exactly 11 o'clock this song service concludes with 
one of the old standard hymns of the church in which 
the’ entire congregation imecluding the Sunday-school 
join together, and this is the commencement of the 
preaching service. Thus the two services are merged 
into one. 

We have also made an effort to meet the need of 
the children who are younger than the Junior Depart- 
ment age, and whose parents wish to stay through the 
church service, by arranging for a children’s church 
to be conducted in one of the departmental rooms at 
the same hour as the church service. This is not a new 
plan for the Moody Church but is simply the reviving 
of a plan that was carried on for many years with 
very blessed results. In addition to these arrangements 
the very small children are cared for by our nursery 
workers, Thus the problem of the mother who brings 
a child to Sunday-school is practically solved. She 
can herself attend a class and then leave her child in 
safe keeping until the conclusion of the preaching 
service. The sight of the various departments seated 
in the auditorium at the morning service has been an 
increasing delight. Apart from changing the hour of 
the service from 10.30 to 11 and the necessary cur- 
tailment of the preliminary program for the morning 
worship, the service is practically as it was before the 
plan was introduced. The fact remains, however, that 
many hundreds of young people are now regularly in 
the preaching service. The message of the pastor has 
not been changed and the sacredness of this morning 
hour with God has not been’ sacrificed. 

The offerings of the school since February 14 have 
also been a source of gratification. From the Inter- 
mediate Department up, the individual envelopes are 
used. These, however, have been slightly modified to 
meet the missionary needs of the Moody Sunday-school. 


[: ADOPTING the six points enumerated in the 


. As many of our readers probably. know, the Moody 


Sunday-school has always played a large part in the 


. Missionary program of this church, contributing ap- 


proximately one-third of the annual missionary budget. 
In order to correctly record the individual pledges that 
are made each year toward the missionary need, it was 
found necessary to use an envelope, on the back of 
which could be recorded the amount given to the gen- 
eral fund and also to the missionary fund, The envelope 
itself, however, is exactly the same as that used in the 
Entzminger record system, We have merely arranged 
for hin recording of this necéssary information 6n 
the back. ; 


Commencing. with-the first week after Mr, Entz- 
minger had left. us, plans were made for the midweek 
teachers’-meeting and this has been held each Wednes- 
day night since that time. Our plan has been to hold 
this on Wednesday evening in order that at the con- 
clusion of the. teachers’-meeting the entire teaching 
force might adjourn to the midweek prayer-meeting 
of the church. . Our plans for this week-night meeting 
are still in the making. and there is not the. slightest 
doubt -that- changes will be made from time to. time 
in the program, For the time being, however, we are 
following the schedule given below: 


‘ Supper served by the ladies of the church, 5.30 to 
45. 
Superintendents’ conferences, 6.15 to 6.45. 
General conference, 6.45 to 7.15. , : 
Departmental conferences for the consideration of 
departmental problems and the study of the lesson, 7.15 
to 7.45. . 
Adjournment to the midweek prayer-meeting, 7.45. 


We have been very much gratified with the number 
of teachers who have attended regularly these mid- 
week services, and we are confidently expecting that an 
increasing measure of blessing will result therefrom. 

To install and successfully work the Entzminger 
record system in a school as large as the Moody Sun- 
day-school, was, and is, a task that has called for a 
great deal of hard work and sacrifice on the part of 
those responsible for this section of our work, and 
much midnight oil has been burned, With many of 


-our departments as large as the average school, the 


problem of the record system can readily be under- 
stood. Under the Entzminger plan, we are recording 
on six points and not on two as was customary, and 
this naturally involves a corresponding increase in the 
secretarial work. We have discovered thus far that 
the effort needed to adequately record our school on 
the six points has been a splendid investment. Each 
succeeding week the work of the departmental secre- 
taries, as well as the work of the teachers in the 
classes, has become easier and more efficiént, and we 
are now in a position to present the secretary’s report 
for the school in the preaching service without any 
difficulty. ° ; / 

The value of the records themselves cannot be over- 
estimated. The information thus placed constantly in 
the hands of the departmental superintendents and 
other officers of the school is of a most valuable char- 
acter. One is enabled constantly to present the actual 
condition both-in the preaching service and also in thé 
midweek teachers’-meeting. hen the averages for 
the month have: been calculated and this information 
regarding each class is placed in-the hands of the 
departmental superintendents, they are able to see at 
a glance which classes are contributing toward the 
departmental average and which classes are a detri- 
ment, and many a difficulty can thus be quickly cor- 
rected that might otherwise become an increasing 
anxiety. For the three Sundays in February the aver- 
age for the school was seventy-six percent. For the 
month of March the average was seventy-eight percent. 

In addition to caring for the actual records them- 
selves we have adopted the plan of mailing to each 
teacher on Sunday evening absentee slips: giving the 
name arid address of each absent scholar. This in- 
formation is thus in the hands of the teachers on Mon- 
day morning. Duplicate slips are prepared and mailed 
to the departmental superintendents. These absentee 
slips are then turned in at the midweek teachers’-meet- 
ing. We are thus able to record upon the class card 
the reason for absence and the fact that the scholar 
has been visited by Thursday of each week. The 
teachers of the Moody Sunday-school are doing splen- 
did service in the matter of visiting their scholars, and 
this in view of the fact that many of them have to 
travel for miles by street car or elevated railroad to 
reach the homes of the absent ones, 

In all the reorganization measures that have been 
adopted we have endeavored to adhere to the prin- 
ciples as laid down by Mr. Entzminger. In the mat- 
ter of the uniting of church and Sunday-school we 
have endeavored to carry this to its logical conclusion. 
It was determined from the outset that whatever line 
of division between church and school may have ex- 
isted such a line should be eradicated as far as pos- 
sible. It was therefore decided that in the appointing 
of the officers who should have charge of the various 
phases of the Sunday-school work that such officers 
should be appointed by the church. For example, the 
ushering of the Sunday-school now comes under the 
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direction of the head usher of the church; the treasurer 
of the church is the treasurer of the Sunday-school; 
the counting committee of the church handles all the 
Sunday-school finances; the finance committee of the 
church is responsible for the expenditures of the Sun- 
day-school ; ali the acéounts are handled by our church 
accountant. While this plan is only in its-infancy, it 
is working admirably. A great deal of duplication is 
avoided and the emphasis is placed strongly upon the 
church control of the ‘Sunday-school. In the building 
of the Moody Sunday-school we are not endeavoring 
to build a separate organization from the church, but 
are seeking to enlarge what is becoming more and 
more to be realized as the teaching session of the 
church, We are not recommending the procedure. that 
we have followed, but are simply recording what has 
been adopted by the Moody Sunday-school. 

It wili be understood that these first weeks are of 
necessity full of readjustment and the meeting of sit- 
uations that could not be anticipated. We have been 
more than thankful, however, to notice that the in- 
crease in our enrollment and attendance has been more 
than maintained. Since the first Sunday, February 14, 
on which we recorded an unusually large inerease, we 
have enrolled 532 new scholars in the school. Each 
department has recorded a steady increase. On Easter 
Sunday morning our actual attendance was 2,068, and 
on this occasion the Sunday-school took up a special 
offering: for missionary purposes which realized $1,025, 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue.) 
ye 


If You Have a One-Room Sunday School. 


How you may adept your program to interest all 
By Jennie E, Stewart 


F YOU have the typical one-room building, and 
find it utterly impossible to do better, there is still 
much you may do to make the Sunday-school just as 
enjoyable to the child as to the adult, and just as much 
for the adult as for the child, 

You will need at least three good department super- 
intendents, one to take. of the children under 
nine, one for Juniors, and one for the older young 
people and adults. If your school is small you will 
perhaps look after this older group yourself. 

There must necessarily be close co-operation between 
leaders. The plans used in separate departments must 
be modified and compromised in many details to make 
a composite program that will be pleasing and profit- 
able to all. 

First, there must be a carefully arranged program, 
preferably a rough draft for a full year. Garvie 
programs should be worked out several weeks before 
the Quarter opens, and each department superintendent 
should be given a chance to help plan the programs, 
so that she will have time to prepare her pupils for 
their .part, 

Start with the singing, There are hymns that chil- 
dren love and understand and they are just as worship- 
ful for grown-ups. “America” is one. Most Primary 
children learn to sing this in school. Their superin- 
tendent will doubtless wish to select certain verses that 
her children can understand best and teach them pri- 
vately at week-day parties. Then use this stirring 
hymn on the Sundays near each of the patriotic holi- 
days. Let the Primary children sing their _ favorite 
stanza alone, the Juniors theirs, and then let all sing 
together on the others. “Jewels” is not only a chil- 
dren’s song, but is a favorite with grown-ups as well. 
Have the Primaries adopt the third stanza as their 
own. Sing this often. “America the Beautiful” is 
another that is sung in public schools, and one which 
the Juniors love. Include it in your patriotic programs. 
“Joy to the World,” “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” 
“The Ninety and Nine,” and “Brighten the Corner 
Where You Are” are all favorites with young and 
old. You will find many more that have at least one 
stanza that appeals especially to children, Juniors sing 
most of the stirring old hymns with joy if properly 
taught and some pains are taken to teach them the 
story of the hymns. 

The Lord’s Prayer should be used often. All can 
take part in this, as well as the Shepherd’s Psalm. 
The Primary and Junior children should be expected 
to memorize such passages of Scripture as are re- 
quired by most of our best Sunday-schools. Th ‘ older 
people may have to read them, but let the childr&. .ay 
them alone sometimes, ; 

It will be well to have the frorft pews made as much 
as two inches lower to accommodate short legs. These 
are seldom used by grown people even for church 
services. They should be cut in half and left free 
from the floor, so the ends may be swung to form 
a V, so the teacher may sit before the class and be as 
close to those on the ends as to those in the center. 
If further privacy is needed rods may be stuck in the 
top corners of the pews onto which curtains may be 
hung. A metal fixture with threads for screwing in 
the rods does not detract from the appearance of the 
pew and makes adjusting the rods but the work of 
a moment, The children can be cheaply taken care 
of in this way. i i 

It would be a good idea after the worship period, 
whick shoulll not last over twenty minutes, to have 
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some quiet music played while the children are getting 
settled. If you have business or further matters to 
be taken’ up with older pupils take your station near 
the back of the room where the children will not be 
disturbed, and carry out your further plans there, 
while the Juniors and Primary children are cozily tak- 
ing up their own work. 

A closing hymn and prayer is all that need call the 
whole school together again, thus leaving the teachers 
an undisturbed thirty-five or forty minutes with the 
children for work fitted exactly to their years. 


Bou.per, Cot, 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I so enjoy your talks in The Sunday 
School Times. They truly ring true. My greatest ques- 
tion of late has been my reading. I have no desire for any- 
thing except my Bible and spiritual books and magazines. 
I can’t find time enough for them. But when in company 
with others who are Christians, and they ask me have I 
read so and so, I feel rather queer. I am not up on the 
topics of the day even and, strangely so, I do not feel any 
wish for it. I used to love novels and would rather read 
them than eat or sleep. I so appreciate the deliverance 
that I can’t express it. For a year now old things have 
passed away and behold all things have become new. But 
do you think me extreme? I don’t want to be, but oh, I 
don’t want to take the keen edge off of my desire for Him 
and his truth. The hymns have a new meaning to me, and 
I can appreciate what the writers must have felt to a degree 
when they wrote them. I long for others to “taste and see” 
how good’ God is. This all came to me when I reconse- 
crated my life to him after ten years having my own way, 
in misery. The one thing I had to lay aside was picture 
shows. That, of course, meant being different from my 
friends who took me into that life. I let down when I 
started going to shows ten years ago. Now I have no de- 
sire for them, but I tremble lest anything should dull my 
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desire for him, then the old life would naturally draw me 
again. The results of my consecration have been wonder- 
ful. Others have seen the change and followed. I always 
want to be a light that shines for Him.—A PUZZLED 
CHRISTIAN. 
R “PUZZLED” ONE: Some one has said, 
“Tell me what you read, and I will tell you what 
you are.” That you are craving the highest thoughts 
of life is not a s ise, when we stop. to consider 
your consecration. o know Christ is to want to 
know him better, and we are ever ready to drink of 
the fountain of truth, purity, and righteousness. 
“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness,” our Lord told us, so do not feel “queer” 
that other things have lost their hold upon you. 

Why do you not turn the asking on your friends, 
and let them feel the strangeness? Find out if they 
have read the books that delight you now. Call their 
attention to Meyer’s “Life of Paul’; “Grace,” by 
Lewis Sperry Chafer; “What Do the Prophets Say?” 
by Dr. C. I. Scofield, and-I am sure you know hun- 
dreds of other good books to ask them about. They 
may look at you in wonder and amazement, but what 
of that? Yow are not supposed from a spiritual stand- 
point to waste your time on the things that are not 
worth while. No, meet the occasion with and accept 
an opportunity for testimony of the things you enjoy, 
and that are very popular in your world, and they 
must see that you are not feeding your brain and 
heart on things that fade away before the year is out, 
and that do not satisfy nor develop yow or any one. 
Be frank with every one on the reading question, and 
let them know what it takes to hold you. 

Now, as to the current events, do keep your- 
self up on all that is making for the life of our mis- 
sionaries in every country today. The magazines 
are full of knowledge that you cannot afford to pass 
by, so keep your eyes open to see how God is dealing 
with his Church and his people today, and watch 
the signs, that you may see the fulfillment of that which 
was prophesied, and be sure you do not miss all the 
dealings with the Jew and Palestine, and keep on the 
lookout, for “in an hour when ye think not” he will 
be with us. Blessed hope! Let your friends know 
you are on the “watch” for the greatest change this 
old world has ever seen, and maybe you can get them 
to want to know something about this second coming 
of the Prince of Peace. They, in all probability, have 
ip eae of the great expectancy of the children 
re) 














The Archeologist at Sea 


We meet his fellow travelers on the Mauretania 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., Rreident, cf, Xenia, Theological Seminary, and 
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This second travel letter from Dr. Kyle was mailed from Naples, as he stopped there, en route to Palestine. At 
Jerusalem he will join representatives of the American School of Oriental Research, and will proceed to Kirjath- 
Sepher, where it is hoped that portions of the library of clay tablets, thought to have existed there in the days of 


Joshua, may be uncovered. Later letters from Dr. 


le will describe the arrival in Palestine and the plans and 


preparations for excavation. 


tressed, that there is a popular impression that an 

archeological lecturer is usually “at sea.” So many 
people make an utter mystery of the science of arche- 
ology, forgetting that it is nothing but old history and 
that the same kind of human beings inhabited this 
world then as in historical time. History, people at 
once understand, but whenever they get beyond the 
horizon of writing and tradition and are dependent 
upon material remains of human doings, they are mys- 
tified. How strange, and, indeed, foolish, for writers 
may deceive us and traditions always are in danger 
of degenerating into legends or becoming etherialized 
into myths. On the other hand, material remains al- 
ways tell the truth. And no matter how long they are 
hidden away, when they do come to light, they still 
tell the truth. But when the archeological lecturer 
brings out the ancient story in all its commonsense 
details just like an erdinary happening of yesterday, 
folks are disgusted. For example, when a few eve- 
nings since I was lecturing to the passengers of the 
Mauretania and I told them that the Great Pyramid 
was simply the big monument in a cemetery, a great 
tomb for the self-glorification of its builder and noth- 
ing more, and that Tut-ankh-amen was only a fourth- 
rate Pharaoh when alive, a child ruler, who sat on the 
throne but a few years at that, and his tomb a poor 
little insignificant tomb surpassed by nearly every 
other royal tomb in the valley, containing some 
very beautiful things indeed, but of which none except 
the strange design of some alabastem vases added any- 
thing to our knowledge of ancient Egypt, a man called 
me to account as “a cynic who did not believe any- 
thing.” If Barnum were alive today he might expand 
the horizon of his famous bon mot and say “All the 
world likes to be humbugged.” 

Then there are a lot of people who would like to 
have a hand in the humbugging as it goes on, using 
every opportunity, appropriate or inappropriate, for 
selfish propaganda. I am asked to announce and com- 
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| AM often amused, and sometimes not a little dis- 


mend and advertise, in my public lectures aboard the 
Mauretania, the great and good missionary work be- 
ing done around the Mediterranean. Now that is a 
thing I would like to do and will do on all proper oc- 
casions. But here is an English ship, with Americans 
and Canadians making up the passenger list. That 
list includes nearly every branch of the Christian 
Church, — Catholics as well as Protestants, —also 
Jews. Besides these there are a considerable number 
who wish to know about Egypt and Palestine and 
classic lands, but who decidedly are not interested in 
any kind of missionary work anywhere. The afore- 
said archeologist is to entertain them all and avoid 
a riot. What will happen if he begins to conduct 
propaganda for the work of some one denomination ? 
The people, “the dear ple,” are not much different 
today than they were in the days of Paul. He was 
allowed to go on with his speech on the stairs of the 
Castle of Antonia at the corner of the temple area 
until he reached the subject of Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Messiah. He also was permitted to speak before the 
Areopagus until he mentioned the resurrection, and 
then the riot began. 

And it is much the same today. Here is this old 
Jew aboard who was “quite disappointed” that I had 
not told of the wonderful work and development of the 
Zionist movement and showed pictures of the many 
colonies they have started in the Holy Land. Other 
Jews there were in the audience also who, figuratively 
at least, “went up into the air” because I came down 
to the Christian history of the Holy Land. They were 
ready for at least a mental riot at the mention of the 
Garden of Gethsemane, of ‘the resurrection, and the 
empty tomb The fury of their hatred at the men- 
tion of these sacred things of Christian history in 
Palestine has hardly subsided at all in two thousand 
years. 

With all these difficulties, the archeological lecturer 
at sea has a great opportunity to do some good work, 
as long as the audience will sit and be entertained. 
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There was a day in ocean travel which I well remem- 
ber when two or three times daily there was formed 
a long, wobbling precession of walkers who went around 
and around the deck counting so many laps to the mile, 
and all enjoying the delightful exercise. But now, 
this automobile crowd sits here all the day long in deck 
chairs, as placid as mummies or graven images. Many 
of them have their meals’ brought up to them, and ail 
this on the smoothest voyage I 
ee a 
which have not been. lost, but walking is certainly fast 
becoming One of ‘the real’ “fost' arts” 4 
of idle rich.globe-trotters, and thrill-seekers is just like 
that little babe there in its perambulator. 
imperatively and boisterously to be fed and entertafned 
and wheeled. about. 
of the idle rich today. I suppose the labor unions will 
soon be i 
order to simulate the same ease-loving “American 


: have ever seen on the 
There is a lot of prattle about “lost arts” 


This company 
It demands 
That is the “American standard” 
demanding a four or five or six hour day in 


standard.” Well, I agree that “a man’s life consisteth 


not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 


The greatest joy of living is achievement; the highest 
and noblest desire of life, the desire of noble achieve- 
ment. To live in idle ease is utter defeat. 

_To a great physician aboard who said he had re- 
tired, though he was most vigorous looking, I said, 
“As a practitioner, do you remember what happens to a 
man who retires?” He replied, “I do,” but laughingly 
added, “I am housemaid to my children.” A truly 
noble occupation — for a nursemaid, -but what a be- 
littling excuse for idleness. As a lady aboard remarked, 
“Most of these people have no purpose in life.” 

From such human weakness, how refreshing to turn 
to some of the steadfast things of God! Gibraltar 
stands out as a mighty illustration of the feeble imi- 
tations men make of the almightiness of God, and the . 


- impregnable Rock of his Word. Lion-like in shape, it 


well symbolizes the British lion crouching quietly in an 
attitude to spring. It is honeycombed with secret pas- 
sages affording unexpected opportunities and views. It 
is a magazine of mysterious hidden forces ready to 
burst forth to meet any emergency, 

How well chosen and apt were Gladstone’s words, 
“impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” With all the 
sweet gentleness of the Word in its quiet moods, it is 
ever ready to spring forth in defense against all ene- 
mies. How often they have thought to destroy it, but 
it lives on in all its pristine vigor. The age of a 
Celsus, and the frivolous times of a Voltaire, and the 
serious attacks of the Deists, —all thought, by blow or 
jibe or subtle theory, to destroy this “rock,” but it 
has ever stood unmoved. One can only regret the 
weakness of those who now tremble at the insolent 
assaults made in the bewitching name of modern- 
mindedness. The Book always has terrific words for 
terrible occasions. The archeologist is ever reminded 
of the witty words of Spurgeon. He. said people were 
so anxious for the Bible to be defended — how often 
they do give utterance to this as one of the noblest of 
ideals, not suspecting there is anything humorous in 
such a desire — but, said the witty preacher, it is like 
setting a pack of dogs to take care of a lion in a cage; 
let the lion out. and he will take care of himself. I 
so often hear it said that it is such a noble work to 
dig up things and defend the Bible. It does not strike 
me so at all. The archeologist is simply letting the 
lion out of the cage to take care of himself. Every 
discovery loosens up a bar or two of the cage. 

Another kind of book than the “impregnable Rock” 
is the usual stock of a great ship’s library. The stand= 
dard English fiction that formerly filled the shelves 
have been largely relegated to the out-of-reach shelves 
and left there by the readers. They demand the up-to- 
date novel —and get it. The reviewérs have expended 
the most lurid vocabulary on it and it deserves all 
they have said, and the most garish colors in which 
they have painted it. I procured a collection called 
“The Best Short Stories of 1924: American.” No, 
I did not read it. I tried to read it, but gave up in 
disgust. There was scarcely a story in it that had 
one redeeming quality, one spiritual element of life. 
Almost without exception the stories were coarse, vul- 
gar, profane, salacious, beastly. They were of the 
flesh, and mostly putrid flesh at that. 

Does popular demand create such literature, or does 
such literature create popular demand, or is the devil- 
ish lust of unscrupulous publishers to pander to the 
lowest passions responsible for both the demand and 
the literature to satisfy it? I secured the most talked- 
of and commended book on board—I will not adver- 
tise it by naming it. I read about three pages. It pre- 
sented one ill-smelling underworld scene after another. 
There was scarcely a paragraph that did not contain 
some smutty passage. If we become like what we 
read—! Nothing can save a people that continues to 
feed on such pabulum. The peoples of the ancient 
world, the nations which God destroyed, have searcely 
left anything worse than what young America is read- 
ing today—jin the name of freedom. 

Villefrance, Sabbath, February 28.—Four of us went 
to a Baptist Church (Rue Vernier, Nice), alas, only 
to find the service wholly in French,—the French of 
the Riviera. We got but little except a deep sympathy 
for the new missionary in a foreign land who must 
attend such wearisome service for two or three years 
before he can really enter into the worship Of all 


















a 

















ee 























































|e 
















































































































Lesson for. May 16 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 


the trials of the foreign missionary, this, so seldom 


mentioned, is the most dangerous, 

The millionaire sports aboard have gone to Monte 
Carlo. Most of them will come home with fonger 
faces and shorter purses, but, like the drunkard with 
his cups, they will “seek it yet agaim” 


» En Rowtre to Brae. Lanps. 
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f ‘When the Poor Farm Gave to China 


O* E of the most touching lettérs received since the 
inauguration of the Million Testaments for- China 


_ Campaign came from Iowa Mr. Harry Tidrick told 


what occurred at a County Poor Farm where he men- 
tioned the plan for providing Testaments for China. 
He writes: 

“I am sending by separate mail, in silver just as I 
received it, $1.85 for Testaments for China. It is too 
precious to put into a check or other convenient form 
for sending. 

“At the County Poor Farm (they cali it the County 
Home) after the Sunday-school: lesson yesterday I 
told them of your Testament plan for China, and sug- 
gested that, if any of- them really wanted to have a 
small part, I’d takeecare of it for them. Old Charlie 
Miller, who can’t sing so well since he lost his teeth, 
and who has not yet openly accepted Christ, said, ‘Pass 
the hat.’ He gave twenty-five cents. 

“William Potter, a good old: Quaker; found. fifty 
cents. Mr. Bricker, old and blind, a recent convert, 
brought out a nickel that must have been carried for 
a long time. One or two other old men looked: disap- 
pointed because they had nothing to give. Mrs. Clan- 
ton came back with twenty-five cents. Then old Patsy 
Chamberlain, who used to be accused of burning barns, 
and who until very recently would run from a service, 
brought back twenty-five cents. . 

(Concluded on page 270) 


A Prayer Fellowship That Prevails 
By W. S. Cummings 


_ AWAY up in the woods of Northern Minnesota a 
group of men have caught the vision of prayer. 
For nearly two years these men, a buttermaker, a 
homesteader, a lumberjack, a laborer, a school prin- 
cipal, a grocer’s clerk, three farmers, and a mission- 
ary have been furthering, by prayer, the efforts of 
the American Sunday-school in .establishing the sys- 
tematic. study of the Bible in the out-of-the-way, un- 
cared for settlements of the frontiers of the north. 
Living far apart, they have had little opportunity of 
meeting together, but nevertheless they unite daily 
in prayer for the spread of the Gospel. With no 
money in hand and with bad crop conditions and re- 
ligious indifference on every hand, they prayed through 
the construction of a small chapel to house a Union 
Sunday-school. They prayed through the program, 
leadership, equipment, and victualing of a six-day Bible 
training school, a_year ago, and again last summer. 
In the latter case, farmers had so little cash that no 
board fee could be charged, yet forty people were fed 
three times a day for six days and thirty-five dollars 
were left in the treasury at-the end of the week. 

The camp itself was for young people, and the pro- 
gram was made up of seven hours of Bible study and 
devotion each day, and one hour of recreation. At 
both of these camps all were converted before the 
camp closed. 

This band has prayed through thirty Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools, finding leaders, finances, and open- 
ing homes and communities unused to these activities. 
The band has also prayed through a campaign of doc- 
trinal teaching of the fundamentals of the faith in 
small classes, and through their faithfulness in prayer, 
the Bible was systematically taught last fall to an aver- 
age weekly attendance of one hundred and fifty adults 
and young people, scattered through the woods. 

As a result of the Bible study, fostered by the faith 
and prayer of these men, a number of young people are 
prepering for Christian service at home and abroad, 
and there are twenty-five surplus Sunday-school 
teachers and a dozen surplus superintendents among 
the little Union Sunday-schools up there. Last year 
they prayed through the attendance of the grocer’s 
clerk at a training school, and now he is a missionary 
-himself. This winter they are praying through an- 
other young member of the band who is in training 

. for Christian service. This latter is the lumberjack. 
They pray for each other as well, and great things 
are done of God in answer to their prayers. 

Now they are praying for a permanent location for 
their camp, and already one of the most beautiful lake 
shore points has come into their hands and at a mar- 
velously small price. They are all men of moderate 
means, but somehow they are getting the money to 
pay for the property and now they are praying for 
twenty thousand feet of lumber and the accompanying 
material necéssary to construct a small lodge and 
dormitories. Some of it is already donated. 

They are asking for a library of missionary liter- 
ature and other Christian books, as well as some clean 
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fiction for their young friends. -They are praying. for 
a permanent cook and.caretaker, and for the leader- 
ship of their camp programs. 

They are praying also for the programs, food, and 
equipment for the young people’s camp/in June, the 
children’s camp: in July, .and the. mothers” .camp.4in 
August. And they are making up the programs and 
plans. for all:these and: some other activities there. in 
faith, before even a spade is put in the ground. They 
were asked recently if this was not a great deal to 
expect and one of them voiced the opinions of the 
others by saying that their experience with the Lord 
and prayer justified their plans for the future in his 
name. 

These are men of works as well as faith, and most 
of them have been especially “active in the Union Sun- 
day-schools, in Gospel team work, in special Bible class 
teaching, or in personal evangelism. Hardworking 
men, respected for their clean living and their con- 
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victions,” well liked for their genial friendliness, ex- 
pressing their convictions in Christian faith and works 
among their neighbors without cant or emotionalism, 
they go about the business of the Lord in the quiet 
assurance of those who know, and knowing is the es- 
sence of faith. 

In addition to their three training camps just men- 


‘tioned they will shortly pray for'a dozen Daily Vaca- 


tion Bible Schools, to run two weeks each, a special 
Bible worker for the summer, and they .will pray for 
the individual salvation of young people as they are 
called to their attention throughout the summer, 

Perhaps three Scriptures most concisely express the 
attitude of the men of the prayer band, Philippians 3: 
8-11; 4:19; James 4:15. If it is his will, they de- 
sire to share in its doing and will go to great lengths 
to see it through. Such is the ministry of the men of 
the Bible Study Fellowship. 

Bemipjt, MINN, 








Sowing the seed that shall bear rich fruit 











Golden Texts in a Strange Tongue 


By C. Winnifred Lechmere Clift 














of the little tumbledown houses down the street 
are being opened by women and girls with 
lighted incense sticks in their hands. The sticks are 
planted in the wooden holder affixed to the wall and 
the morning act of worship has been duly performed. 

Next come the children, tumbling out sleepy-eyed 
but eager already for play. A little group of them 
cluster near a doorway opposite our hospital veranda 
and I bend over to hear what they are talking about 
so earnestly. The words float up in a clear treble in 
the curious sing-song of the Chinese language — 

“Teach me thy way, O Lord.” 

It comes with almost a shock of surprise at first, 
for all the houses along this street are as heathen as 
they can be. Incense sticks smoulder at the doors and 
inside the paper representation of some demon-god 
grins and lowers with raised fist ready to strike ter- 
ror into any child’s heart. Then the light dawns — of 
course these are Sunday-school scholars, and they are 
repeating the Golden Text for the week. And with 
the remembrance comes a flood of thankfulness for the 
Sunday School Union, the Golden Texts, the little col- 
ored pictures, and all that helps to draw in this merry, 
eager crowd of heathen Chinese children to listen to 
the Word of God every Sunday afternoon. 

By 1.30 on a Sunday afternoon the hospital chapel 
is in full swing — boys on one side, girls gn the other, 
while the little blind Bibtewomen go to and fro, re- 
peating over and over again the text for the day 
and the children shout it after them at the top of their 
voices, 

I am always specially glad when it is a verse which 
states some Scripture truth very clearly, for the only 
Gospel which many parents hear, they hear, willing 
or not, from the lips of their children repeating the 
Golden Texts in their homes, For there is a prize at 
the end of three months for any child who can re- 
peat the twelve texts for the Quarter without a single 
error —a very small, ridiculously small, prize to be 
sure, but of great value in the eyes of the possessor ! 

The clock shows a quarter to two and the teachers 
come in. The idea in this medical-evangelistic mis- 
sion is that every Christian on the place should have 
some definite share in work for Christ. So today 
the laundryman opens with prayer, the doctor’s wife 
superintends, the dispenser plays the organ, the Chi- 
nese nurses, hospital dressers, house-boy, and the blind 
teachers take classes while the gardener mounts the 
picture-cards for each pupil on his sheet of pasteboard. 

After the opening hymn and prayer the word is 
given, “Hold up your cards,” and immediately every 
one’s hands are up clasping a sheet of pasteboard 
decorated with picture-cards. The result is very gay 
and picturesque and greatly amuses and attracts any 
grown-ups who have strayed in. 

Our Sunday-school is very proud of these big cards. 
They are the result of much thought and several ex- 
periments, for picture-cards are expensive and it was 
a grief to hear of them being torn up by small brothers 
or taken possession of by inquisitive grown-ups only 
to be scattered and lost. 

It happens that this inland Chinese city is advanced 
enough to possess a printing press and a book binder 
and the Look binder was willing to sell us large sheets 
cf pasteboard at a fairly moderate rate. These we 
cut into sizes just large enough to carry twelve les- 
son pictures, with the names of the class and of the 
pupils written in bold Chinese characters in the cen- 
ter. We tried various methods of fastening the cards 
so that they could be turned up to show the text 
printed on the back, but these were not satisfactory, 
and we regret very much that the colored cards have 
not the Golden Text printed in Chinese beneath the 
picture. Perhaps we shall get that too some day! 

While the classes separate for the lesson the gar- 
dener and I paste on the cards and prepare them in 
piles ready to return to each class. Then the bell rings 


Te dawn is breaking, and one by one the doors 











again and back they come, marching to the tune of 
“John Brown’s Body,’—a noisy crowd I fear, who 
would perhaps shock you, but you must remember 
they are from absolutely heathen homes. 

hen up comes the laundryman with his blackboard ° 
and chalk and writes down the special name of each 
class, Love, Courage, Faith, and so on, names chosen 
by themselves. Now come the questions, and these 
have been carefully prepared beforehand and given 
to each teacher, so that we may secure uniformity. 
They are mainly on the facts of the lesson story and al- 
ways include the Gospel message that can be learned 
from that story, for we never forget that we are deal- 
ing with heathen children as well as a few Christians. 
The teachers know beforehand what questions will 
be asked. Some of them are very simple and unlearned, 
and they are thankful for these questions as a guide 
to teaching the lessons. 

The classes stand up as their names are called, and 
if the answer given is correct down goes a chalk mark 
on the board. Last Sunday was the first Sunday of 
the year, and I think perhaps you: would have been as- 
tonished at the knowledge displayed by some of these 
little ragamuffins of Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and of Is- 
rael and Judah! 

At three o'clock the merry crowd troops out again 
and the hospital chapel is once more silent ana deserted. 
Hot and weary, especially on a tropical Sunday after- 
noon, I toil up to my room, tempted to wonder what 
will be the outcome of it all. Can there be fruit when 
we have to let these poor little creatures run back 
: their heathen homes where every influence is against 
them? 

Thank God for this: Whatever else they may for- 
get, these boys and girls have the Word of God 
stamped deep into their memories, and who can tell 
when it shall bear fruit? 

I like to remember the old man who was brought to 
Christ through a text of Scripture when he was ex- 
actly a hundred years old. As a boy of seventeen he 
was staying at Teignmouth in England, expecting to 
ail on the Monday for America. On Sunday he went 
into an English church for the last time and listened 
to a sermon, every word of- which he forgot in the 
excitement of starting for a new life across the sea. 

The years went by and the boy of seventeen became 
an old man, a very old man, who lived to celebrate 
his hundredth birthday. His own strength was a 
source of great pride to the old man, and on his 
birthday he took an axe and went into the forest 
to cut down a tree with this own hands. At last the 
tree fell, and tired out but successful the old man sat 
down on the fallen tree to rest. 

One hundred years old, and he had left England 
when he was only seventeen. There flashed back to 
his mind the last hours he had spent in England, the 
quiet old town by the sea in Devonshire, the service 
in the old church. The sermon—no, he could not 
remember a word of that. But the text, ah, yes! 
Wait, he remembered the very words — . 

“If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him 
be Anathema.” 

If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ — all 
these years and he had not loved him yet. Was he 
Anathema?. In the silence of the woods, on his hun- 
dredth birthday, seated on the fallen tree, the old 
man sought and found the Lord Jesus Christ and 
learned to love the Saviour, who had first loved him, 
brought thereto by the words of a text he had heard 
eighty-three years before. 

There comes to me again the sound of those little 
treble voices at dawn beneath my window, “Teach me 
thy way, O Lord,” and with all my heart I say, 
Thank God for Golden Texts sown Sunday by Sun- 
day in these little heathen hearts to spring up and 
bear fruit sooner or later —but bound to bear fruit, 
for he has promised it. 

NANNING, SoutH CHINA. 











tally to be able to learn to read. 
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| From the Missionary Watch Tower 


t Far-reaching by-products of conversion, and other mission news from: the world’s fields 














NE cannot predict all the by-products that may 
O follow conversion. <A stranger in the German 

countryside was struck with the fact that the 
peasants in the region carried bundles of hay with 
them when they were teaming. Why was this? 

“It wasn’t, always so,” came the answer from an 
elderly farmer. “When I was young the country 
roundabout was rough; the people quarrelled, stole, 
and’ were given to lawsuits. Shortly after the Franco- 
Prussian war, an evangelist visited the place, calling 
from house to house and telling people that they ought 
to turn to God. Many went to the meetings, among them 
my wife. I was very angry that she should associate 
with ‘the pious’ and, armed with a stick, went to the 
chapel to bring her home. But while I was listening 
under the window, the Word of God struck root in my 
heart. I was converted and later the whole village 
was converted.” ; 

“But what has that to do with the hay-sack?” said 
the stranger. “Much indeed,” returned the. peasant. 
“In.my youth, the oxen were clubbed when they would 
not pull up the hills. After I was converted, I used 
another plan and gave them a few handfuls of grass 
and they proceeded willingly. It worked much better 
than blowx Then the hay-sack was brought along. 
Others did the same, even those who were not Chris- 
tians, and now this custom is general. But the young 
people don’t know how it started!” 


The Holiness Mission in Japan relates various cases 
of restitution after conversion. A girl, working in the 
office of a bicycle company, lost her position and shortly 
after was converted. Then she recalled that she had 
used company postage for her private mail to the 
amount of one yen, forty sen (about 70 cents). She 
brought the money to the manager who remarked that 
he would not himself know what to do if such con- 
fession and restitution were incumbent on every one. 
The company took the matter up, and concluded that 
they could ill spare a person of such convictions. Go al- 
though she had a position with another company they 
induced her to return to them. 


Another convert, at Matsue, Japan, recalled on her 
conversion that, seven years previously, she had stolen 
a piece of cloth. She succeeded in locating the shop 
in Tokyo and proffered restitution-money to its pro- 
prietor. The latter naturally knew nothing of it, and 
told the weeping woman not to think more about it. 
But this did not satisfy her. ‘Since money would not 
be accepted, she brought the next day an equivalent 
gift in fruit and vegetables, for she was by occupation 
a vendor of these things. This incident was much 
talked of in Tokyo and was reported in the newspaper 
as “the beautiful story of an enlightened heart.” 


A Chinese salt merchant has far and wide an 
enviable reputation for honest dealing, so that cus- 
tomers come to him from long distances rather than 
trade with nearer and less scrupulous dealers. He 
dees not wet his salt to make it heavier, and uses 
scales which honestly tell the amount in the pan. 
These methods, it seems, were adopted after he had for 
some time been studying a book that outlined a new 
way of living. (This book was no writing of Con- 
fucius or Mencius!) About a year ago, he was bap- 
tized and is now an earnest Christian. When asked 
about his business he was able to report: 

“When I opened my shop in this town, five or six 
years ago, my annual business amounted to 300 bags 
(600 pounds each). It now reaches a thousand bags 
yearly.” 


“The Daughter of Prayer.”—The first woman 
baptized in the Takum district (Sudan United Mis- 
sion) was a widow named Pa’ana, who trades in food- 
stuffs. Well-grounded in the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith, she was yet too stiffened by age men- 
So she was re- 
leased from that obligation, which is usually laid upon 
converts. But she was not backward iff speaking for 
the Lord, and soon the women of the market-place 
hated her for leaving the heathen religion. They 
sought to deprive her of her place at the market and 
reviled her constantly. However, she holds firm, 
never misses a church service, is a tither (and more), 
and her Christian consistency has won her a beauti- 
ful name. 

“One day I went to her hut,” writes the missionary, 
“and was told that she was at prayer. I saw the grass 
mat, which serves as a door, let down and heard an 
audible voice praying. Evidently she always prays 
aloud, and that she has set times for prayer is gen- 
erally known. Hence the native people call her ‘the 
daughter of prayer.’ ” 


Mr. Maxwell of the same mission tells of two na- 
tive converts, the one a crippled woman with good 
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eyes, the other a blind woman with strong body, who 
have associated themselves as evangelists, pooling their 
remaining physical resources for joint service. The 
former came to the mission hospital for some medical 
help, and promised God that if she was cured she 
would go back to Tisa and preach Christ there and 
in the neighboring villages. This place is a byword 
for dirt, disease, beer-drunkenness, and general vile- 
ness, and the two distressful women are now com- 
mending to it the Great Physician. 


An Indian woman, a former witch doctor, who 
became a faithful Christian witness, is the subject of 
a sketch by Mrs. Whittington of Bananal, Brazil. Het 
husband being lately from home, she slept in a neigh- 
bor’s house. This neighbor was an enemy of the Gos- 
pel, but his wife had been converted. The two women 
would, therefore,. wait until he was asleep and then 
rise and’ have prayer together. This poor ignorant 
Indian woman who died some months since of cancer, 
before her death translated into her diaiect the hymn, 
“I gave my life for thee, what hast thou giv’n for 
me?” So does the Holy Spirit transform persons. 


Sabbath-keeping is not easy in a heathen com- 

munity, and sometimes one’s foes in the matter are 
those of one’s own household. Mr. Bunting of Kiangsi 
writes of a tailor, who, when he began to observe 
Sunday regularly, was subjected to a fusillade of per- 
secution from his wife. She couldn’t be reconciled to 
ay A fact that he would lose, every week, the wages of 
a day. 
“One Sunday morning while we wee at service, she 
brought his clothes in a bundle, threw them into the 
chapel, scolding and cursing as only the Chinese wo- 
men can. Seeing that she did not succeed in keeping 
him from attending the service, she determined that 
he should have no food on Sunday. Still he came to 
the meetings. Hearing of this, we invited him to eat 
at our place. He answered that he read in the Bible 
that the Pharisees fasted twice a week and he was glad 
to fast one day for Christ. This went on for some 
time. Ultimately the wife came asking for help for 
a sick baby, was tamed by kindness received, and later 
on was herself converted.” 


The Chinese lay great stress on a suitable burial, 
and it was a great self-denial for a Chinese Christian, 
whom Mr. Jennings of the China Inland Mission men- 
tions, to sell his “good” coffin and put the proceeds into 
Christian literature for distribution. He has since died 
and was laid away in a poor shell, but his testimony 
remains. 


Colonel Chae is a Christian officer in Suifu, 
Szchuen. He has had passages of Scripture printed 
upon his visiting cards to show what, by the grace of 
God, his purposes in life are. 


Etsuzo Yoshida, evangelist in the Omi Mission, 
was converted in Mr. Vories’ English class when a 
student at commercial high school. His father had 
been a drunkard, squandering the family living, so 
that the mother, a woman of gentle breeding, was 
forced to peddle charcoal in a little baby carriage. At 
one time he cut her cheek with a piece of broken 
china, making a gash of an inch cut of which blood 
poured. She told the doctor to sew it so that the scar 
might be large and prominent if perchance it might 
awaken the father’s conscience. “Long after this,” 
says Yoshida, “when Mr. Vories taught me of the 
heavenly Father I could not think much of the Father- 
hood of God. Motherhood of God tor me, I thought.” 


Let Your Light So Shine.—A Hindu, who had been 
devoting years to religious exercises and pilgrimages, 
saw the Sadhu Singh and remarked with a- touch of 
awe, “That face has shanti-[peace].” Mr. Taylor of 
the Church Missionary Society was talking to a man 
in’a teashop in a Chinese city, who presently turned 
and said to a third man, “I should like to follow the 
babe those who do so have a great light on their 
aces,” 


Messrs. Dominguez and Mendoz-, Methodist evan- 
gelists, called at a Mexican home in Selma, Cal., and 
received permission to use the large family dance hall 
for meetings. The house was packed, the family con- 
verted, an illicit still destroyed, and various thefts ac- 
knowledged and settled for. Among those who bene- 
fited in this way was a Japanese farmer whose alfalfa 
stack had been pilfered. “Why do you do this?” in- 
quired the Japanese, when the money in full payment 
was placed in his hands. “Because I have got a new 
religion,” was the answer, to which the Japanese re- 
plied, “I would like the same kind of .a religion.” 

The son and daughter of this converted household 
are to enter on a course for Christian mission work. 


Nikko is one of the chief historical and religious 


‘cut of Russia last year. 


centers of Japan, with its Tokugawa toimbs and beau- 
tiful temples. The son of the chief priest has become 
an impassioned student of the Scriptures and, with his 
mother, is actively pushing its circulation in the homes 
of the many priests of the place. The beginning of 
this interest is as follows: A former Bible Society 
colporteur, who is now maintaining himself as a mas- 
seur, selling Scriptures as opportunity is given, was 
called in to treat the wife of the head priest. Before 
beginning, he explained his faith and asked permission 
to pray, “as I always pray before I undertake any- 
thing.” The patient was struck with this and greatly 
moved by the story of his Christian experience, finally 
buying not only a Bible for herself, but Testaments for 
her son and the wife of the next priest in rank. 
promising opening in this high-place of Shintoism has 
resulted. 

Pastor Monski, who is evangelizing the new 
heathen of German and Austrian cities, narrates the 
following: A little group had gathered for prayer 
before the evening preaching, when suddenly the “parish 
clergyman, a socialist entered. “I was tempted to 
pass over the usual kneeling prayer when the words 
came to mind, ‘Whosoever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I also confess before my. Father 
which is in heaven’ I explained therefore that we 
were accustomed before our evangelization meeting 
to gather for prayer on the ground of our Lord’s 
words, ‘If two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that ~*~ shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father.’ Then we knelt. Presently I noticed 
that the socialist leader, who was seated, began weep- 
ing and between his sobs I could hear him say, ‘Yes, 
that’s real prayer! That’s the way the early Chris- 
tians prayed.’ ” 


The Gospel in Japanese Prisons.—Migss Caroline 
Macdonald who has visited these prisons for ten years 
tells in “The East and the West” of Tokichi Ishii, a cal- 
lous criminal, turned into a tender little child; Ryuun 
Ogome, killer of women-priests and smasher of prison 
bars, now quiet and repentent; of Ken Yamada, uni- 
versity graduate, government official, and savage mur- 
derer, dying as a Christian. A quick-tempered pris- 
oner who had been tamed by Christ wrote her, “A 
man struck me at the workshop the other day. I al- 
most struck back, but stayed my hand in time.” An- 
other in anger seized a tool and cut a gash in a neigh- 
bor’s head. Both were friends of Miss Macdonald. 
Shortly after, the assailant said, overwhelmed with 
shame, “If only he had not forgiven me I should not 
have minded so much! 
The lad of eighteen who assassinated a prime minister 
causing international reverberations, is now a life pris- 
oner, “I do not understand very much about Chris- 
tianity,” he said to Miss Macdonald recently, “but I 
do understand the love in it.” This servant of Christ 
has dealt with over a thousand prisoners, many of them 
hardened criminals. 


Mission Notes.—There are a thousand nurses in 
the Nurses’ Association of China, all Christians and 
more than half Chinese. This association publishes, 
in English and Chinese, a quarterly journal for Chi- 
nese nurses besides numbers of text books. Its pub- 
lication department supports itself. It also conducts 
national examinations and last year issued 204 di- 
plomas which bring the number of graduate nurses 
trained in China up to 756. More than ninety schools 
of nursing are now operating throughout China, with 
1,600 student nurses enrolled. An association head- 
quarters will be shortly erected in Hankow. 


The Southern Baptist Convention has opened a 
mission to the 300,000 Chinese and 100,000 Russians 
in Northern Manchuria. The Russian work will be in 
charge of Mr. J. J. Vince whom the Bolshevists forced 
Chinese and-Russian Chris- 
tians work together in close fellowship 


The outcaste people who have been coming into 
the Presbyterian Mission of North India in great 
masses are called Bhungis. The name literally means 
“the ruined ones.” It is the glory of evangelical Chris- 
tianity that it can take ruined peoples and make of 
them new men in Christ. There is no other system of 
religion or education that can do it or that tries to do it. 


The English Baptist Mission tent in Shantung 
visited eighteen places last year and the workers took 


the names of over four hundred persons who wished: 


to study Christian teaching. The tent holds five hun- 
dred people, but in one place some five thousand vis- 
ited it during the campaign and a street of food shops 
sprang up about the tent as about temples when a re- 
ligious festival is on. At this place, fifteen families 
burned their family idols. 


Sxopsborc, DENMARK. 
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Why did he not strike back!” — 
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Lesson for May 16 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 265 


u 





i 





LESSON 7. MAY 16. ABRAHAM AND THE STRANGERS 


_ International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 18: 1-8, 16-19 
Golden Text.—All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him.—Gen. 18: 18 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword 


“I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM.” 
The Last Ninety Years 


ITH this lesson we take leave of Abraham 

for the present, and I would remind you of 

the three main parts into which his life falls, 
that we may see the relation to them of the chapters 
of this division (11:27 to 25:11). 


Tue AWAKENING OF FAITH (11:27 to 13: 18). 
Tue DIscrPcininG oF FaitH (14:1 to 20:18). 
THE PERFECTING OF FAITH (21:1 to 25:11). 


The: scheduled lesson falls in the second of these 
sections, but as our present purpose is to trace the de- 
velopment of the divine purpese in this patriarch’s life, 
we shall take up the thread where we dropped it last 
week, in chapter 15, and follow the story of the last 
ninety years of Abraham’s history (16:16; 25:7). 


The Unfolding Purpose (15: 7-21). —The promise 
of a seed having given, and Abram having be- 
lieved (vs. 1-6), the Lord now enters into covenant 
with his friend, a covenant which is founded on the 
divine character (v. 7). This verse enables Abram to 
look up to what the Lord is; to look back to what he 
has already done for "him; and to look on to what he 
now promises to do (v. 7). Here you should study the 
Covenant as to its occasion, scope, terms, immutability, 
seal, reception, and content ; 
verses 13-21 is a draft (the first of several) of the 
whole history of Israel: (1) Egyptian Bondage (v. 
13); (2) Wilderness Wandering (y. 14), and (3) 
Canaan Possession (vs. 18-21). The nation has never 
yet possessed the whole of this inheritance, but we 
believe that a day is coming, and perhaps before very 
long, when it shall do so. 


The sng’ of Patience (chap. 16), 
is one of the sublimest utterances in the 


cha 

Soak at enesis. Abram “believed in the Lord; and 
he ptt it to him for righteousness” (see the con- 
text 14:17 to 15:5). In all history Abram is the 
outstanding example of faith in God, and in almost 
all passages where we read of him, it is his faith that 
is prominent. Yet as Moses the meek failed where 
he was strongest, so did Abram. Three times his 
sublime faith gave way, and the first time is responsible 
for the other two (12: 10-13; chaps. 16 and 20). If 
he had not gone to Egypt, he would not have had 
Hagar (chap. 16); also it was in Egypt that first he 
perpetrated the deceit repeated in chapter 20. It is 
“through faith and patience” that we “inherit the prom- 
ises” (Heb. 6:12). Abram had the faith (chap. 15), 
but not the patience (chap, 16).. He attempted to 
do a right thing in a wrqng way. That is what the 
Devil tempted Jesus to do in the wilderness. Sarah 
was at fault here as well as Abram (16: 1-3), and 
both are responsible for results which, in the Ishmael- 
ites (v. 12), have persisted to this day. God’s will 
must be executed in God’s way. 

The Covenant Renewed (chap. 17).—Abram’s haste 
entailed a long delay, for a grieved Lord cannot work. 
A comparison of 16:16 with 17:1 shows that there 
is a period of thirteen years between these chapters. 
Patience would have meant economy of time. But 
now at length the Lord renews the covenant. With 
this chapter you should compare 12: 1-3; 13: 14-17; 
and,15:13-21. The covenant is God’s (cf. my in 17:2, 
4, 7, 10, 13, 14, 19), and therefore it is everlasting (vs. 
Zs 13, 19); but it is conditional. God said I wili (vs. 

6, 8); but "he also said thou shalt (vs, 9, II, 15). Rev- 
elation, Exhortation, and Benediction are here vitally 
related (v. 1). Because he is El Shaddai, Abram 
should walk before him; and if he does, the reward 
will come in true character. The fourfold promise of 
blessing in 12: 1-3 is here repeated- — personal (v. 4), 
family (v. 6), national (v. 2), and universal (vs. 4, 
5). . Compare also 22: 16-18. Two new features enter 
into, this renewal of the covenant: first, Abram be- 
comes Abraham (father of a great multitude), and 
Sarai becomes Sarah (princess)-; second, circumcision 
is imposed-as a token (vs. 10-14). Study: this rite in 
Token,: Type; and Time (2 Cor. 7:1; Phil. 3:3). 
And Abraham obeyed in the selfsame day (vs. 23, 26). 
Do you obey like that? 


Fellowship and Prayer (chap. 18).—The first of 
these notés is your lesson for this week. The chap- 
ter may be divided into three parts: (1) Service for 
the Lord (vs. 1-8); (2) Communion with the Lord 
(vs. oer ; and (3) Intercession before the Lord (vs. 
22-33). 


In verse 6 of 


but notice specially that - 


Devotional be meg Psalm 133. 
Primary Topic Abraham is to Strangers. 
Lesson a Material : Genesis 18: 1-8, 16-19. 
Memory Verse: Forget not to show love unto strangers.— 


Heb. 37 $a ; 
Junior ve Topic Welcomes Three Strangers. 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-33. 


- Lesson hier ite 
emory Verse: Foo A 
Intermediate and Senior ty *s Hospitality. 
Prec ny Povgle unl Adee: Why God Chose Abrah 











1 And Jehovah appeared unto him by the ! oaks of Mamre, 
as: he sat in the tent door in the ‘heat of the day; 2 and he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood over 
against him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them 
from the tent door, and bowed himself to the earth, 3 and 
said, 2 My lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass 
not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: 4 let now a little 
water be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree: 5 and I will fetch a morsel of bread, and 
strengthen ye your heart; after that ye shall pass on: 
%forasmuch as ye are come to your servant. And they 
said, So do, as thou hast said. 6 And -Abraham hastened 
into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly 
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes. 
7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender 
and good, and gave it unto the servant; and he hasted to 
dress it. 8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf 
which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood 
by them under the tree, and they did eat. 


16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the 
way. 17 And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham 
that which I do; 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely be- 
come a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have known him, 
to the end that he may command his children and his house- 
hold after him, that they may keep the way of Jehovah, to 
do righteousness and justice; to the end that Jehovah may 
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 


10Or, terebinths. 2Or, O Lord. *Or, for therefore. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verses 1-15 are but preparatory for verses 16-21, 
and out of these latter come verses 22-33; therefore 
the focus of the chapter is in verses 16-21, where the 
Lord, who was’ one of the three (vs. 2, 22; 19:1), rec- 
ognizes his covenant relation with Abraham, and will 
not act until he has taken his friend into his counsel 
(v, 17). There*is a twofold value in part one (ys. 

1-8). It gives us a beautiful picture of Eastern hos- 
pitality, and what is of more importance, it shows us 
that in these far-off days Jehovah-Jesus visited his 
people, and how. Trace the theophanies in Abraham’s 
history. The prayer in part three (vs. 22-33) is the 
first of any length in the Bible, and it is intercession, 
not adoration, nor confession, nor supplication, nor 
thanksgiving. The ground of it is Abraham’s covenant 
with God, and consciousness of God. Among its char- 
acteristics are discrimination ‘(vs. 24, 25); reliance 
upon God’s justice (vs, 23, 25), grace (v. 24), and 
power (v. 25); definiteness (vs. 28-32) ; importunity ; 
and humility (v. 27). (As.to the outcome, Abraham 
did not get all that he askéd, but Sodom got all that 
it made possible (19: 29). 

Sodom and Lot (chap. 19).—This chapter is paren- 
thetic in the story of Abraham, and shows how the 


latter’s prayer was answered (vs, 1-29), and how Lot. 


is related to after history (vs. 30-38). The overthrow 
of Sodom and Gomorrah is the Fourth Judgment in 
the Genesis history. What are the other three? This 
chapter is a most solemn warning to all backsliders, 
who “shall be saved; yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 
3:15). When a child of Ged backslides, consequences 
follow over which, later, he can have no control, and 
which perpetuate the evil of his way. Trace the his- 
tory of the Moabites and the Ammonites (vs. 36-38). 

The Prince and the Patriarch (chap. 20).—This is 
the third and last of Abraham’s falls, and it reverts 
to the first in chapter 12, twenty years before. False- 
hood is the fruit of faithlessness. It is a wrong done 
to ourselves, to others, and to God. The world can 
still point to the Church and to the Christian, and 
speak of “deeds .. . that ought not to be done” (v. 9). 

Contraries (21: 1-21).—Twenty-five years after 
Abram had received the promise (12:2, 3), Isaac was 
born to him (21:5). How much, of this time was 
waste? If Abram had not fallen these three times, 
would the fulfillment of the divine purpose have been 
delayed for so long? But now that the “seed” has 
come, the sin of Abram still works. Hagar like a 
dark ‘shadow is over all the story, and also from now, 
Hagar’s seed. Think for a, little of “Hagar the Egyp- 
tian” (v. 9), and then recall where you contracted 
your present troubles: For the spiritual values of this 
story read carefully Galatians 4:22 to 5:1, And 
search out other values, as for instance, that of the 
pathetic narrative of verses 14-21. How often our 


bottle is empty, though we be sitting by a springing 
well! (v. 19.) 

Peace between Neighbors (21: 22-34).—Abimelech 
comes again into view (20:2; 26:1, 16), and all we 
know of him shows him to have been an honorable 
and amiable man, notwithstanding that he was a 
heathen. Many heathen put the children of God to 
shame. Wells played an important part in the life of 
these old-time nomads, as this passage and chapter 26 
show. Abimelech’s servants had taken a well from 
Abraham, who charged the Philistine king with the 
act. But Abimelech knew nothing about it (v. 26). 
Before we bring charges against other people we should 
make sure of the facts (cf. Josh. 22); and when we 
discover our mistake we should at once put the matter 
right (v. 27). “If it be possible, as much as in you 
lieth, be at peace with all men.” 

Mount Moriah (chap.»22).—The whole story .has 
been leading to this summit, for here surely was 
Abram’s faith perfected. “After these things” (v. 1). 
What things? All that has gone before, covering a 
period of not less than fifty years (a1: Bs’, 2378). 
Isaac by this time would be probably about thirty years 
of age, and therefore not a boy. The chapter is in 
three parts, — vs. 1-14, 15-19, and 20-24. In the first 
part (vs. 1-14), observe (1) the terms of the command 
(v. 2), — what, whom, when, where, but not why; (2) 
the measure of the obedience (see vs. 3, 6, 9, 10, an- 
swering to the four preceding points) ,— take and offer, 
Thine only son, now, Moriah; (3) the energy of his 
sacrifice (Heb, 11:19). 

The sacrifice, viewed typically, has two aspects: (1) 
the Father offering his only-begotten Son; and (2) 
Christ (the ram) the Substitute of the believer. Only 
“in the mount of the Lord it shall be seen” (v. 14; see 
John 8:56). In consequence of this sublime act of 
faith the covenant is again confirmed (vs. 15-19). It 
pays to obey (v. 18). The final paragraph (vs. 20-24) 
is not loosely attached, but connects what has gone be- 
fore with what follows, and is a note of transition 
from the history of Abram to that of Isaac, Rebekah 
being the connecting link (v. 23). Chapter 24:3, 4, 
15, 59, 67 indicate the line of the promise. 


Machpelah (chap. 23).—One or two points in this 
chapter are of more than general interest, as, for ex- 
ample, that at Sarah’s death Isaac was thirty-eight 
years of age; that Abraham, in all likelihood, was from 
home when his wife died (v, 2); that Sarah is the 
only woman whose age is recorded in the Bible (v. 
1); that here, for the first time in Scripture, do we 
read of tears (v. 2); and that here also for the first 
time do we read of a grave (vs. 19, 20). But the main 
value of this chapter is in that it records how the 
chosen race began to possess the promised land: It 
was by the purchase of a field, for the sake of a tomb 
in it, the whole of which cost Abram about $225, or 
£45. It is worth observing that another tomb was the 
beginning of a greater inheritance, only it was not 
bought, but borrowed (John 19:41). This latter tomb 
has been empty for nearly 1900 years; and the for- 
mer one will be some day. 

Rebckah (chap. 24).—The scenes of chapters 23 and 
24 are illustrative of Abraham’s home experiences in 
the later years of his life. The design of this chapter 
(chap. 24) is to show how careful the patriarch was 
to safeguard the line of promise and the chosen seed. 
Isaac must wed no foreigner, but only one of the fam- 
ily; nor was he to leave the land which his father had 
begun to inherit (vs. 2-9). The story which follows 
is sublime in its simplicity, and is a wonderful picture 
of the ways and manners of people in the East of long 
ago. Isaac, now forty years of age, takes Rebekah to 
wife, and a new story is about to open, 


The Passing of a Gr eat Soul (25: 1-11) .—Abrahaih 
married again, and so became the father of a third 
family, one member of which, the Midianites, became 
the bitter foes of Isaac’s descendants. But the patri- 
arch, while not overlooking. the ‘legitimate claims of 
Hagar and Keturah, was careful to make his will in 
favor of Sarah’s son, the promised seed (v. 5); and 
in this way again safeguarded the covenant. Aged 175 
years he “was gathered to his people,” which cannot 
refer to his burial, as only Sarah’s body was in Mach- 
pelah.. Isaac and Ishmael buried him (v. 9), respect- 
ing which a writer has said that “funerals of parents 
are reconciliations of children [35:29], and differences 
of contending religionists are often softened at the side 
of a grave. 

Thus does the Sixth Book of the Generations end; 
but we shall have to read it again and again. It is the 
record of about a century (12: 4; 25:7), approximately 
the period covered by the New Testament; and how 
momentous a century for the Church and the -world. 
Abraham occupies an altogether unique place ‘in his- 
tory, and has made a priceless contribution to religion. 
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Because he was so eminently a man of faith, he was 
the founder of a nation, the father of the faithful, and 
the friend of God, We are not allowed to lose track 
of him throughout the whole Scripture.’ His faults and 
sins are heither suppressed nor condoned, but that not- 
withstanding, he rises head and slfoulders above us all 
in the daring of his courage and the sublimity of his 
trust. To be more like him we must, more accept and 
expect as he did, 

emember that between the awakening and the per- 
fecting of faith is the disciplining. of it, and it is pre- 
cisely that which we are inclined to evade, but let us 
elect to be blessed with faithful Abraham. 


EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 


w 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is, an. unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatten, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE did Abraham live while Lot lived in Sodom? 
2. How many times did Abraham deliver Lot? 

3. How does Genesis 18 show Abraham as the friend of 
God? 

4. What is the condition of “friendship” with God, laid 
down by our Lord? 

5s. Did Abraham know when he received his guests that 
they were heavenly visitors? 

6. Where else do we read of a supernatural being eating, 
or of food of supernatural beings? 

y. Who else beside Sarah had laughed at the promise of 
a son? 

8. What words indicate the difference between one of these 
“three men” whom Abraham entertained and the other two? 

9. Who were the two who turned and went toward Sodom? 

10, What other times can you mention, in Old Testament 
history, when “the angel of the Lord” (Jehovah, finally re- 
vealed in the Lord Jesus Christ) is mentioned? 

11. Did Jehovah ever appear again in physical form before 
the coming of Christ? 

1z. Answer with Scripture whether or not the promise 
which they gave him had ever been given before. 

13. Upon what grounds did Jehovah make revelation of his 
plans to Abraham? 

14. What two ways of receiving messages from God ate 
revealed in this story? 

15. How does God speak to us, his friends, in these mod- 
ern times? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoRRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











HERE are no other sources of correlation for a 

Scriptural lesson like the Scriptural sources them- 
selyes. The lesson before us lends itself to three 
types of Scriptural correlation; dependent upon which 
we regard as the important truth to be stressed, we 
may give the greater emphasis to one or the other. 
We have here one of the Biblical theophanies, or phys- 
ical manifestations of God, which culminated in the 
incarnation of the Lord. We have also another repeti- 
tion of the promise to Abraham with all of its impli- 
cations which is the emphasis of the Golden Text. 
But if we are to take our suggestion from the lesson 
title, perhaps our correlated emphasis will be upon the 
grace of hospitality which figures so favorably in the 
case of Abraham and so fatally in the evening of the 
same day in the case of the men of -Sodom, If this 
idea of hospitality is to center our thought, then we 
might suggest another Golden Text: “Be not forget- 
ful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2). The genu- 
ineness of Abraham’s hospitality is evidenced’:in the 
fact that it did not rest upon the knowledge that he 
was undertaking to entertain heavenly visitors or 
even men whom he knew. 

Other instances of hospitality will doubtless occur 
to members of the class, including such as Pharaoh’s 
reception of Jacob, Rahab’s entertaining the spies, the 
Bethany home’s hospitality to Jesus, and the kindness 
of the barbarians to Paul and the ship’s company; 
but let it not be forgotten that hospitality is enjoined 
upon Christians (Rom. 12:13), and is stated as one 
of the graces of him who would aspire to official posi- 
tion in the church (Tit, 1:8). There may be good 
reasons why the visiting minister should’ be ‘domiciled 
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at the hotel, but it ought not to be one of them that 
no home of the congregation has retained enough of 
Christian hospitality to take him in. Perhaps some 
homes have thus missed a blessing which the Lord 
intended for them. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Visions and Experiences.—Jehovah appeared unto 
him . . . three men stood over against him... My 
Lord, pass not away- (vs. 1-3), These notes and some 
other publicity work that I do bring me in touch with 
the whole round world. I get all sorts of letters. 
There was one bright, keen fellow who for a long 
time wrote me every day telling me how heavenly vis- 
itors came io see him continually. After the first 
letter, which I answered, as is my custom with all let- 
ters, save the abusive ones, I never replied to my “see- 
ing-things” correspondent. To my consternation he 
wrote me he was coming to see me, And he did. In- 
stead of a wild-eyed candidate for a sanatorium, as I 
expected to see, I found a dapper little fellow, im- 
maculately dressed in the latest style, with a soft, gen- 
tle yoice and most gracious manners. He showed 
he had been for years a successful business man. He 
paid his visit and departed in good time. If he was 
“crazy” there was not. the slightest -indication of it. 
If I should write here in these notes that Abraham’s 
“strangers” had visited me last night I know that 
every reader of the Corner would be alarmed for my 
sanity and Mr. Editor would say to Mr. Publisher, “I 
wonder what fellow we'd better get to take Uncle 
Billy’s place?” Yet who would like to stand up and 
declara Heaven no longer visits earth in Heaven’s pre- 
ferred shape? If Heaven could come yesterday, why 
not today? The one-who lives close to God has many 
wonderful experiences. He doesn’t always talk about 
them, for fear folks will think him “unbalanced” and 
“gone crazy on religion.” Paul (Acts 26:19, 24). 
There are great revelations in store for our children 
in the years to come. Just suppose I had written along 
about the time I took my seat in this Corner early 
in the century that in 1926 in the rooms where my 
readers would be sitting would be music from Eng- 
land, sermons from Los Angeles, bedtime stories from 
everywhere, and speeches from kings and presidents. 
If I had dared to put in any such thing as that, Edi- 
tor Trumbull would have dropped me like a—I was 
going to say hot potato, but I will say —like a “Mod- 
ernist.” Yet you could have heard all this last night 
on the radio. Never forget God is not dead! 


Our Best.—Abraham ran .. . and fetched a calf 
tender and good (v. 7). “Tender and good.” Pray, 
what difference did it make'to the “strangers”? Cow 
has never been heavenly food, tender or tough. The 
Passover was taken care of with a sheep, and Jesus 
served his disciples fish (John 21:9). Abraham gave 
his best and he did it on_the jump. That is the way 
God likes to be served. So do you. When you invite 
me to dinner it is not necessary for you to have your 
soup-to-nuts layout with its fine display of napery, 
silver, and glass. In fact, it happens I am very fond 
of plain army beans boiled or baked, also cod fish 
cakes, and frankfurters, corned beef and cabbage. Can 
make a fine meal on warm bread, New Orleans mo- 
lasses, and a good ripe cheese—and often do so. But 
when you serve me your fine course dinner you honor 
me by giving me your best and I would be queer if I 
did not appreciate it and like it, even though there is 
danger of my getting mixed up on the tools and having 
to eat my ice-cream with my little demi-tasse spoon! 
This is the manner in which God wants us to honor 
him, — with our best. He who knows every geld nug- 
get, every diamond mine, every oil reservoir, does not 
have to come to you for a piece of on which 
Uncle Sam promised you gold or silver. But that 
piece of paper, whether. the one dollar or the thousand 
doliar, stands for your best material things — and God 
wants your best—‘“tender and good.” “Tender” — 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at. 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
John 20 : 24 to 21 : 25 
2. April 11.~The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
3. April 18—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4. April 25—The Story of Cain and’ Abel....Genesis 4 : 1-26 
5. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 2 tog : 29 
6. May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14 21-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
° Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 
8. May 23.—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-25 
9. May 30.—Jacob at Bethel................ Genesis 27 and 28 
10. June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11. June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity................ Genesis 39% I-33 
12. June 20.—Judah’s Plea............ Genesis 44:18 to 43 215 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis 
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it hurts. That is to say, “give till it hurts.” The visit 
of the “strangers” ‘and all concerned with it was for 
Abram’s sake and the world’s sake, and not for 
Heaven's sake. -All God’s dealings with you have been 
and will be| for -your good. .Every one who gives God 
“his best’ in service or substance.gets, overwhelming 


_ abindance but: ef, it..; Justyto, mention. a .single. thing : 
the hustler in ,God’s service never gets stale. ; 


God’s.Qwn.—For I have known him (v. 19). — Tt is 
easy for God to know all of us. Has us down to a 
hair (Matt. 10: 30). The foreman came in the other 
day and said of one of his best men, “I know that bird, 
he can do it.” Now the foreman, of course, knew all 
the “birds” in the foundry aviaty, but he knew the fine 
skill of “Old Mike” in quite another way. That is 
how God knew Abraham. Like “Old Mike” he had 
been tried out and his quality was good. Unfortunately 
most of us are just one of the hands. We could just 
as well be numbered like jail birds or “mud hogs.” On 
the roll to be sure, and will have: our names called 
with the rest on pay day. _Will the Proprietor say,. 
“There’s Ridgway of Coafesville, for I have known 
him”? (1 Cor. 8:3; 13:12.) I have just been in to 
see one of Philadelphia’s leading lawyers. In speaking 
of the president of one of our theological seminaries 
he said, “I want you to know him. He is one of God’s 
own,” I expect to have the pleasure of ‘meeting “one 
of God’s own” in the next two weeks. What sort of 
a man do you reckon I will see? A sour, long-faced, 
cold, unresponsive sort of fellow with a pump handle 
shake and heavy dig--or what? Why, to be sure, 
“God’s own” is always sure to be “a peach” if a wo- 
man and a “prince” if a man. Like Him. When we go 
out to Conventions and the like and one of “God’s own” 
comes along robed in the smile that won't come off, 
we say, “Here, I want you to meet ‘the bunch,’ you’re 
one of our kind!” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
~ 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word “Print.” 
Golden. Text are 


» 
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Illustrations on other verses than the 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


For the lesson of December 109, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


The Blessing Will Come.—All the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him (Golden Text). The 
story has been told of the great Jewish writer Israel 
Zangwill, that when he was on his way home with 
Herzl from the sessions of a Zionist Congress, and 
was utterly tired out, he fell asleep on the journey. 
When he awoke Herzl said to him: ~ “The Guardian 
of Israel never slumbers nor sleeps.” “Ayé,” replied 
Zangwill, “the Guardian of Israel does not sleep, but 
Israel himself is asleep.” That is the tragedy of Is- 
rael today. The le chosen of God to be the stew- 
ards of his life-saving, salvation-bringing oracles to 
all men, the race of which the Son of God chose to 
be a member after the flesh, has slept for nineteen: cen- 
turies, not the healthy slumber of rest, but the restless 
sleep of sin. But just because “He that keepeth Is- 
rael shall neither slumber nor sleep,” the God of Ja- 
cob will awaken his people by the coming of their Mes- 
siah-_to reveal himseli to them, even as he did to. Saul on 
the way to Damascus, and “they shail look upon me 
whom they have pierced,” and shall cry out to him, 
awakened indeed in conviction of sin, for mercy, for- 
giveness, and salvation—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


Royalty.—And the Lord appeared unto him (v. 1). 
A traveler in a foreign country was overtaken by a 
stranger. They fell into conversation, and the manner 
of the stranger was so courtly, and he seemed to be so 
well informed on the business of the court, that. the 
traveler exclaimed, “You are a noble in the king’s 
court.” “No,” answered the stranger. They talked on, 

, and the traveler marveled more and more at the wis- 
dom and charm of -the stranger, until finally he ex- 
claimed, “You must be the king.” And so he was.— 
From the London Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


How: Little, or How Much?—And he took butter, 
and milk, and the calf ... and set it before them (v. 
8). Punch once had a picture of a “swell” who was 
saying, “Waiter, what is the smallest possible coin I 
can give you without being thought shabby?” Those 
who give as little as possible will soon lose all joy in 
giving that little, Atsagam was lavish in his hospital- 
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Lesson for May 1¢ 
Genesis 18 :-1-8, 16-19 


ity, and he entertained angels wawares. 
—Sent by J. E. Williamson, Notting- 
ham, Eng. 

A God Who is Able.—/s any thing too 
hard for the Lord? (v. 14.) A Scotsman 


‘stood on the Cotswold Hills, his boy with 


him, and he said: “Look to the north, 
and you have the Highlands’ stretching 
out; look to the east, and you have the 
North’ Sea spreading out; look to the 
west, and you have the Irish Sea and 
the Atlantic stretching. out; look to the 
south, and you have England and its 
mighty populations. God’s power and 
love,” he said to the lad, “are like that.” 
“Then,” said the boy in ever-memorable 
words, “then, father, we are in the middle 
of it all”—From the Rev. W. J. Evans. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


Freedom.—They shall keep the way of 
the Lord (v. 19). man who was seek- 
ing to become a Christian bemoaned the 
lot that would come to him if he gave 
himself to Christ. “I shall have to give 
up so much,” he said. “There are many 
things I can do now that I can’t do then.” 
“But,” said a Christian, “there are many 
things that you can’t do now. You cannot 
eat mud or drink it.” “No,” replied the 
man, “but I don’t want to do a thing ‘like 
that.” “That’s just it,’ was the reply. 
“And when you become a thoroughgoing 
Christian, all sin will become distasteful 
to you. You will not want to commit it.” 
In accepting Christ we do not surrender 
our liberty, but our slavery; we become 
free to do what we please because we 
please to do God's will—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 


A True Father.—That he may com- 
mand his children and his household after 
him (v. 19). It is reported that when 
President Coolidge’s son was up in the 
country working in the summer, another 


‘boy who was with him, said, “If my 


father were the President of the United 
States, I bet I wouldn’t be here doing this 
kind of work; I would be down in Wash- 
ington.” . Young. Coolidge was silent for 
a moment, then replied, “You don’t know 
my father!” ‘Thank God for a man in 
the White House who can put obedience 
into his son and have it in the life of the 
boy !—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Prize illustration, 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Help somebody today.” 

“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.” 
“T’'ll go where you want me to go.” 
“Tell it again.” 

“Shall I empty-handed be?” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“Don’t pass by on the, other side.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the mefrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) , 
“I Am-a Stranger” (88: 1-4). Psalm 39:4, 5. 
“On the Good and Faithful” (6: 1-3). 

Psalm 4 : 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 

“Thou Art My Friend” (170 : 1-4). 
Psalm 86 : 8-12. 
“At Early Dawn” (247 : 1-3). 
: Psalm 119 : 57-64. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we rejoice that thou dost reveal thy will to 
those who are willing to obey thee. Teach 
us, ‘we pray thee, the deeper lessons of the 
obedient heart, and the trustful spirit. May 
we: so live that we shall recognize thy 
heavenly messengers,— recognize thyself in 
thy Word and thy works. May our com- 
munion with thee be unbroken by any lack 
of hospitality toward receiving thee into our 
lives. We ask this in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—There is a blind- 
ness that prevents us from knowing God. 
It is the blindness of sin; it is the blind- 
ness of willful pride, and the yielding to 
evil desires on our part. God wants us 
to be in glad fellowship with himself 
through Christ Jesus. Many a man 
through sin does not even know when 
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God is speaking to him. If we would re- 
alize as quickly as Abraham did the pres- 
ence of we would not only stand in 
awe of God, but we would welcome every 
command and promise of his with joyful 
hearts. What a wonderful thing it is that 
God does bring us into fellowship with 
himself to do his will in the world! Have 
you allowed him to have his way with 
you? Until then you can never know 
what his blessed service really means. 
Let us pray. 





ABRAHAM. aie” D OF GOD, 
Power. oF FELLOWSHIP 
RIVILEGES 


HAVE 1? 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Lo gee the lesson by drawing atten- 
tion to the change in Abram’s name. 
Abram means “high father” or “father 
of a tribe” But one day God came to 
Abram and said, “Thy name shall be 
Abraham; for a father of many nations 
have I made thee.” Then God promised 
to give Abraham and Sarah, his wife, a 
little son and said they should call him 
Isaac, which means “laughter.” Through 
Isaac God promised Abraham a great 
many descendants, even as the grains of 
sand or the stars of the sky. Abraham 
believed all of these wonderful promises 
and it pleased God so much that he called 
Abraham his friend, and one day the 
Lord came to see him, bringing two 
angels to his tent. They came about noon 
and Abraham asked them to take dinner 
with him and they remained. Sarah 
baked: some bread, a servant dressed a 
calf and cooked it, and Abraham brought 
milk and butter and served the guests 
under the tree at the tent door, for it 
was in the heat of the day. After they 
had eaten, the Lord told Abraham again 
about the little boy Isaac. . Then they 
arose to go and Abraham went part of 
the way with them, 

As they walked along together, the 
Lord told Abraham that he was going 
to Sodom to see if the people there were 
as wicked as they were said to be. 

The angels went to Sodom with orders 


from God which they must carry out, 
while the Lord stayed and talked with 
his friend, Abraham remembered Lot, 
and began, to pray for Sodom to be saved 
for his sake. Help the children to ,see 
this wonderful scené—the Judge of all 
the earth about to pass sentence ona sin- 
ful city. Abraham, the friend of the 


city. He draws near and pleads for them 
because he knows the Lord — knows his 
power and his love. He makes no. men- 
tion of Lot’s failures and mistakes. The 
Judge listens to Abraham and promises to 
spare the city if there are ten righteous 
persons in it. This was his friend’s re- 
quest, 

But when the angels reached Sodom 
they found it just as bad as it was said 
to be and they had to destroy it. There 
were not ten righteous people in the whole 
city. Yet the Lord remembered. Abraham, 
and the angels brought Lot and his wife 
and two of his daughters out of the city 
before they destroyed it. Lot’s wife 
looked back, perhaps thinking of her home 
in the city or her daughters who had 
been married in Sodom and were left 
there. Lot and his two daughters were 
all who escaped. Perhaps he also lost 
his servants and cattle, when the fertile 
plain became a waste. Ask the class if 
they think Lot’s choice was a‘good one. 

Read Hebrews 1:7 and 14, and talk 
with the class a little while about angels. 

Curnton, S. C: 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A distinguished tramp. 

Discussion: What are the qualities of 
heart required to be kind to strangers? 
What recognition of God’s Word? 

Objective: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25 : 40). 











AY, fellows, some years ago a friend 

of mine who is kind to strangers was 
spending a day in the city not far from 
his home. Passing a shoe shop, he saw 
a pathetic old man. sitting near the door, 
while the cobbler mended his shoe. With 
one stocking foot on the floor the travel- 
worn customer waited for the job to be 





finished. He was evidently from a for- 
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eign country. He looked “Dutch,” and he 
was Dutch. His upper lip and chip were 
shaven, but from under the chin flourished 
a bushy growth of beard, fairly gray. His 
clothes were of a peculiar type and quite 
dusty. My friend was keen to see in this 
old man a'homeless wanderer. On in- 
quiring he learned he was an exile ~—a 
er, from the Transvaal — expatriated 
because he had refused to sign the oath of 
allegiance to the British Crown when Eng- 
land had conquered the Transvaal after 
four years of war. And this eold man, 
having landed at Savannah, Georgia, was 
traveling on foot to find a friend, a fel- 
low countryman who had gone before him 
and located in Texas. The traveler had 
accomplished about half the journey. It 
was a long, weary tramp, and his cloth- 
ing, his little pack, and his tired, bent 
form plainly showed the effects of it. 
After a little conversation, mv friend said 
to him: “You come to my home with 
me and spend a week or so to rest up and 
renew your strength for the remainder of 
the journey.” The proposal was gladly 
accepted, and after a short railroad. trip 
my friend introduced into his home as a 
guest this very odd looking stranger. The 
family were taken by surprise, but quickly 
caught the situation, and gave him every 
evidence of welcome. 

That old man’s visit was a great bless- 
ing to the home that opened its doors to 
him. He proved to be none other than 
General DeWall, the former secretary of 
state of the Boer Republic. He was the 
“image” of Oom Paul Kruger, the former 
president of that state, and he told many 
an interesting and tragic tale of the four- 
year war which had robbed him of his 
home, his family (all killed), and his 
high position. But he was a genuine 
Christian, he knew the Bible from cover 
to cover, and he had had a wonderful 
career. I was in that home a number 
of times while General DeWall was its 
guest and, with the members of the fam- 
ily, old and young, I hung upon his words 
as he told his thrilling stories, punctuated 
by expressions of his sublime faith in God 
and his delight in God’s Word. 

After ten days, he insisted on taking 
up his journey — friends having joined in 
contributing enough to enable him to buy 
a railroad ticket to his destination. He 
took out a much worn Bible and read the 
Forty-sixth Psalm, led the group in a 
prayer of thanksgiving and benediction, 
and departed upon his way, to the great 
regret of those he left behind, especially 
the young people of that home, 

Now, fellows, I have told you this story 
to show that kindness to strangers rarely 
fails to bring peculiar satisfaction. Abra- 
ham, sitting that day in the moontidei heat, 
might have given a wave of the hand to 
those three strangers out there in the 
way as a passing salutation, but he was 
not content with that. He ran —did you 
notice it? —he ran to them and insisted 
on their stopping at least long enough for 
refreshments. And very elaborate re- 
freshments did he provide—a_ regular 
barbecue! Fine meal cakes, a calf “ten- 
der and good,” milk, and butter. And he 
stood by them while they ate, ready to 
meet their every want. That for 
strangers! I seriously doubt if Abra- 
ham had any idea.jin the beginning that 
he was entertaining none less than the 
Lord God Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth! Yet he was. And the Lord that 
day set in motion the divine processes that 
were to bring to Abraham the greatest 
honor and the greatest joy that cari »me 
to any man. From that time he is known 
as “the friend of God” —the father of 
the faithful—the human head of the 
great stream of life and salvation to re- 
deem the world! 

Now, fellows, you must read-our Lord’s 
word about this in the twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of the Gospe] according to Matthew 
—verses 31 to 46—and you will catch 
the Spi “t of a real brotherhood in Christ 
Jesus, and know what constitutes a real 
service to our Master. 


Greensnoro, N. C. 


sd 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cents; 
postage, 5 cents). . 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1, “Entertaining angels unawares.” 
2. Is He at home in your home? 











MOST charming story this, for all 
of us s, with its ancient Ori- 
ental atmosphere and color, yet making 
vivid the himanness of life two thousand 
years before Christ and four thousand 
years before us. That tent door, under 
the great oaks of Mamre, in the still, in- 
tense “heat of the day,” with the grand 
old patriarch welcoming the three trav- 
elers, inviting them to rest there and re- 
fresh themselves with water for their feet, 
and food fresh cooked and served by the 
lord of the tent himself, standing by them 
under the tree as they enjoyed his roasted 
veal “tender and good,” and the fine cakes 
of bread of Sarah’s best baking, with but- 
ter and milk — does not that picture invite 
you, and will it not invite your American 
s of apartment house and delicatessen 
foot to rest and refresh yourselves a 
while also, as you meditate upon the true 
values ,of Christian hospitality ? 

I. There is no indication whatever that 
Abraham knew that his guests were other 
than chance travelers, to many of whom 
he doubtless, before this and afterward, 
offered this same ready Eastern hospital- 
ity. The marvelous revelation and bless- 
ing with which this noonday visit ended 
was as wmexpected to Abraham as to the 
reader of Moses’ account of it, when the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ABRAHAM Ano rye STRANGERS 
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simple narrative turns from “three » en” 
appearing at his tent door to “and Jehovah 
said into Abraham.” Surely here was 
entertaining “the angel of the Lord” un- 
awares, if ever such a wondrous surprise 
rewarded friendly hospitality! The legend 
of St, Christopher pales beside it, 

It has somehow’ become ‘such a burden- 
some thing to offer hospitality to strangers 
(and even friends) in the minds of us 
moderns; we think so much of what this 
“entertaining” will cost us rather than of 
what it will bring us, much less of what 
it will give to the stranger passing by. 
Of course, there are disappointing guests 
in the minds of us all, but how many can 
we recall who left behind them the un- 
expected blessing of memories for which 
we would not take ten times the strength, 
self-denial, and time their visit may have 
cost? That unknown missionary whom 
no one else in the church wanted, that 
foreigner whom all the test were just a 
little afraid of in the intimacies of home, 
that lonely little old lady with whom you 
shared the joy of your Christmas dinner 
— have you not indeed found in some such 
guest a true “angel” of delight or of bless- 
ing to your home? Try it and see if such 
a memory is not yet yours. Try it over 
again, if it is (Matt. 25: 35, 40). 

2. Just what did Abraham offer his 
Guest that day that made Jehovah there- 
after call Abraham his friend? It was 
these few things — things that are just as 
much your girls’ to offer now as they were 
his then, however the outward forms may 
differ: the best comforts his tent life af- 
forded, served .with ready courtesy and 
cordial words, and the personal company 
of the host himself. Would you make 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself “at home” 
in your home? Then offer, in his name, 
to that one who needs them, a share in 
your comforts, however simple they may 
be, with yourself, your presence, your 
sincere interest, and your service. You, 
too, will he call “my friend” (Isa. 41:8). 


Home Study 
Read these other stories of Bible hos- 
pitality: Genesis 24; 10-61; 2 Kings 4: 8, 
37. Note the blessing that followed in 
each case, 


Decatur, Ga, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of May 9) 


1. Because they had so many sheep and 
cattle that “the land was not able to bear 
them that they might dwell together.” 

2. Abram gave Lot the choice (Gen. 18 : 9). 

3. God gave Abram all the land (Gen. 13: 
14-18), 

4. He was in danger of suffering the judg- 
ment on the evil doer (Gen. 13 : 13). 

5. Lot was Abram’s orphaned nephew (Gen. 
11 $27, 28), was also his adopted son (Gen. 11 : 
31), and at this time the only heir-apparent to 
Abram’s patriarchal headship of the family of 
Terah. He is twice called the “brother” of 
Abram in this chapter (Gen. 14), emphasizing 
his nearness to his uncle in personal affection. 

6. Melchizedeck knew God as the only and 
true God as clearly as Abram did, it having 
come down to both from the same somtce, 
Noah, Enoch, Seth, Adam, not yet being lost 
among men, as it was later in all but the 
chosen family. 

7. King of Righteousness. 

8. Hebrews 7. 

o King. of. Peace. 

10. Lest the King of Sodom instead of God 
should get credit for making Abram rich. 

ir, Because he served the Most High God, 
possessor of heaven and earth (Gen. 14 : 22, 23). 

12, Damascis is here located just where it 
still is—four thousand years later —the 
oldést known city still existent upon the 
earth, 

13. It seems very probable that it was ‘at 
this time that Abram purchased “Eliezer of 
Damascus,” who afterward became the head 
servant in Abram’s large household (Gen. 
24 3 2). 

14. This is the first battle described in Scrip- 
ture (there had been. individual murder be- 
fore), the first priest of the Most High God, 
Melchizedek; the first offering of the tithe, 
the first use of bread and wine as the sym- 
bols, and Jerusalem (Salem) is mentioned for 
the first time. 

15. Abram was unselfish and _ sacrificing. 
Lot had taken the best, but Abram forgot 
that when Lot was in danger of losing all. 





16. Faith, courage, magnanimity. 
17, “Here am I.” 


18 Lifting the knife to slay his son, in 
obedience to God. 


19. Friend of God. 


x. 


The Young Péople’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








May 23. How Is Christ Changing China? 
Isa, 61: 1-3. (Missionary meeting.) 

May 30. Lessons from God’s Pioneers in All 
Ages. Heb. 11 : 8-10, 17-22, 

June 6 How May We Create and Spread 
Happiness? Matt. 5:1-12; Acts 8 : 4-8, 
(Consecration meeting.) 

June 13. How to Get Things Done. Neh. 
I 31-3; 3:28; 4: 1-6, 16-23. 


Sunday, May 16 


How to Use the Bible 
(Acts 8 : 26-35; Psa. 1 : 1-6) 





Mon.—The Bible in worship (Psa. 


119: 
97-104). 

Tues.—For food (1 Pet. 2: 1-8). 

Wed.—For light (2 Pet. 1 : 16-21), 

Thurs.—Memorize the Bible (Col. 3 : 16, 17). 


Fri—Bible study (1 Cor. 10: 1-11), 
Sat.—Teach the Bible (Acts 20 : 25-32). 











What plan have you for Bible-reading ? 
What uses do you make of the Bible? 


What do you think is the most important 
use of the Bible? 


. R. A. TORREY tells of a woman 

in one of his early pastorates. He 
was visiting her, and inquired how she 
was getting along in her Christian life. 

She replied, “Very poorly. My life is 
a disgrace to me and to the church; it 
is a disgrace -to Jesus Christ. I do not 
understand why it is,” 

“Do you study your Bible every day?” 
asked Dr. Torrey. 

“Oh, no; but I study it occasionally 
when I have time.” 

A little baby was lying in a baby car- 
riage near by, and Dr. Torrey said, “Sup- 
pose you should feed that baby once in 
two hours today, and once in six hours 
tomorrow, and then let it go without eat- 
ing at all for three or four days because 
you were busy, and then go back and feed 
it every two hours the next day, and keep 
up that process. Do you think the child 
would grow?” 

“No,” she said, “I think the child would 
die under that treatment.”: 

“And yet that it just the way you are 
treating your soul,” replied Dr. Torrey. 

ve 


We all can understand and appreciate 
the need for regularity and system in tak- 
ing our daily food. We know how im- 
portant it is for the athlete to have regu- 
lar and systematic training if he is to 
accomplish any results on the day of the 
meet. We are all familiar with the need 
for following explicitly the doctor’s in- 
structions that medicine shall be given to 
a sick person at regular stated intervals, 
and in desperate cases we know that it is 
often necessary for some one to keep 
awake throughout the night in order that 
the sick one may have medicine without 
interruption. Yet how difficult it is to 
see, sometimes, the importance of regular 
and systematic Bible study. 


He 

A young man who had been asked 
to join a Christian Endeavor Society, 
finding that the pledge required dai y 
reading of the Bible, announced his 
intention of reading seven verses on Sun- 
day to do for the seven days of the week. 
Would he have been so minded with re- 
gard to his meals? It would not have 
taken many hours to have convinced him 
of the foolishness of any such procedure. 


After all, is not the difficulty in recog- 
nizing the importance of systematic Bible 

study one rather of failure to really be- 
he that the Bible is spiritual food and 
that it is really necessary to the healthy 
normal life of the Christian? In other. 
words we are willing to believe, perhaps 
what the Bible says about the Lord Jesus 
Christ having died for our sins, and we 





Te nt pene 


May 1, 


1926 


are willing to accept the provision he has 
made for eternal life through belief in 
him as our personal Saviour, and yet we 
do not accept what it says about itself. 
Let us look for a moment at some of the 
— that the Bible at for itself. 
(0p eee be My * 
sla 2 phoma 8 33516 gad, 27, we #ikead, 
= ‘scripture -15 givety ta of 
God, -and is profitable for unites » for 
for-eorrection; for instruction 


reproof, 

in righteousness: thatthe aman of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works.” 

The Psalmist has cried out, “ have not 
departed from thy judgments : for*thou 
hast taught me. How sweet are thy 
words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! Through thy pre- 
cepts I get understanding: therefore I 
hate every false way. Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 

” (Psa. 110: 102-105), and again, 

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word,., . Thy word have I hid“in 
a heart, that I might not sin against 

’ (Psa. 119: 9, 11). 

the great warfare chapter in Eple- 
sians, the Holy Spirit calls out through 
Paul, “Take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of = Spirit, which is the word 
of God” (Eph. 6: 17). 


Let us ask ourselves how many uses 
we are making of the Word of God. Are 
we finding in it those principles needed 
for every detail of our lives ? s the Bible 
constantly reproving us, tr dhowitie us 
the ways in which we do mk conform to 
God’s standard set down or us in the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Is the Bible showing 
us how our shortcomings may be cor- 
rected? Are we permitting it to lead us 
into paths of righteousness? Are we 
finding in the Word the light for our 
daily path? Are we finding the Word a 
true and tested weapon against the wiles 
and assaults of the evil one? Is the Bible 
bringing to us, daily, that strength and 
comfort that will not necessarily make 
the way smooth, but will give us‘ the cour- 
age and fortitude with which to meet all 
obstacles and difficulties? If we cannot 
answer “Yes,” from our hearts, to these 
questions, then we are missing some of 
the greatest privileges of the Christian. 

w 

A great preacher once said when asked 
what his favorite verse was, “You might 
as well ask me which is my favorite eye,” 
and in some respects it is almost as diffi- 
cult to say which is the most important 
use of the Bible. And yet theré is one 
great and outstanding use that has not yet 
been mentioned, and since it is only 
through this use of the Bible that-all of the 
others make themselves known to us, per- 
haps we may justly call this use the most 
important of all. Second Timothy 3:15 
reads, “And that from a child thou hast 
known. the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

we 

It is through the Bible that men come 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ. “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Ali that 
we know prophetically and_ historically 
about the Lord Jesus Christ we know 
from God’s Word, and it is only after 
man has read the Word or has heard 
the Word preached, or has had it told 
to him. in some way that he comes to 
know Li Lord Jesus Christ experi- 
ment 

That this is the most important use of 
God’s Word may be sensed from the fact 
that the only commission that the Lord 
Jesus Christ left with his. disciples: nine- 
teen hundred years ago and down through 
the ages to fo ie vs day. is that we 
should go into all the world, preaching 
the Gospel to every creature, and our use 
of the Bible is not complete until we have 
learned to use it to bring others to’ him. 


Is my use of the Bible a well-rounded or 
only a partial one? . 


Am I failing in the most important use of 
the Word? 


Am I the only sufferer from my lack of use 
of the Bible? 
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Lesson for May 16 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 


memeemited Bring back the Newness 
to all kinds and colors 


= Fancy footwear 
use Whstlomores 





ostonian 
shoeCream 


ASK YOUR DEALER 
Whittemore Bros. Cambridge Mass 


Have You Children 
Under Seven? 











thes are Non ge pe Ella Frances 
yach's: on lucation is: putting 
first things frst : 4 


Order at once her two: latest books, en- 
dorsed by the editors of The Sunday 
School Times. 

**Bookless Lessons fer the 
Teacher-Mother’’ $1.85 - 


i the Child’s _ 
ucation,”’ Harper...... 2.00 
The best books available on early educa- 
tion, sent postpaid by 
THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF TEACHER- 
MOTHERS, BRYN MAWR, PA. 
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NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 


Prepare by Home Study to interpret and 
r teach the New Testament, and understand 
the interpretations of others. A working 
knowledge of the Greek New Testament is 
obtainable by our method of instruction. 

Courses in Theology, Religious Educa- 
tion, Art of Preaching Without Notes, 
Sociology, CHild Welfare, Child Psychol- 
ogy, Rhetoric, Short Story Writing, Ar- 
gumentation, Bible; Philosophy, History, 
and in 50 other subjects are given by 
correspondence. 


Enroil any time. Degrees granted. Catalogue free 


POTOMAC UNIVERSITY 
22nd Year. Dept. 6. Washington, D.C. 





























A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 

no other I like aswell.” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


HAVE YOU READ 
Christian Victory ‘Magazine ? 
You will be delighted with its unique, Evangelical 
and Spiritual Testimony! It is full o QUALITY, 


not Quantity. nd only 25 cents (stamps accept 
for 2 Three-Issues Tral’Su scription, r ratte 


2909 Umatilla St., Denver, Colo., F. J. Meldau, Editor 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Nati 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are ro: pono 
forse for from 77 cents to fe--2 aweek. $40 to $100 
or a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y., for free 
literature. 


There is 



















¥ Loveliness 


€. Clear 
\})\ Healthy Skin 


. Insured Every-da 
y Garree b%,Everssder 


When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Puitie E. Howarp 


Cloth, $1.25; 
postage, 10 cents 
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A book of comfort and 
encouragement. For the 
afflicted, the discour- 
aged, the: perplexed— 
and—in. these days of 
stress—for everybody. 


Tue Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times CoMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 








In ordering goods, or~in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
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Birds in a City 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


At day long a stifling haze had hung 
over the, city. To me, just’ down 
from the cool orchid-haunted hills of 
Connecticut, there seemed nothing but 
heat and noise.and dust in Philadelphia. 
Night fell hot and heavy, and I tossed 
on a bed seven times heated and listened 
to the clanging and the groaning of the 
trolley cars as they passed forever be- 
neath my window. Cornwall, cool, green, 
and beautiful, with its flower fieds and 
bird songs, its dawns and sunsets and 
moon rises, seemed as far away. and long 
gone as Eden. 

Suddenly, through the clangor of the 
cars, I heard a sound. which at first I 
thought I must have dreamed. Then it 
came again, clear and wumnmistakable 
through the heavy air like the twang- 
ing of a plucked cello ‘string, — that mys- 
terious bow-string note of the nighthawk 
which it makes in the dark with its wings 
as it swoops through the air after night- 
flying insects, — 

A moment later came its call, “peent, 
peent,” and I saw above the glare of the 
electric lights a black, circling bird which 
showed a white throat and wing-bars 
when it turned. 

As a boy I used to see those hunters 
of the night at twilight and in the dawn- 
dusk, lonely, mysterious birds hawking 
above the dim meadows. Sometimes I 
would find their gray-spotted eggs laid 
on bare rocks in hidden upland pastures. 
On the far side of the Milk House Lot, 
where one could walk from stone to stone 
across the whole field and never step foot 
on the ground, was a-flat-topped. rock 
hidden in the fragrant grass. There a 
pair of nighthawks nested year after year 
and reared strange, sprawling fledglings. 

That sweltering night-in the city I felt 
as if the bird had come down from the 
north country as a special messenger to 
tell me that the way was still open and 
the peace still waiting, and I fell asleep 
to dream of green pastures and cool hill- 
tops. 

Since, then, however, I have found that 
the nighthawks have moved to our Cities 
— perhaps the last bird one would expect 
to find there. I rarely meet them any 
more in the country, but every summer 
in Philadelphia and New York at twilight 
I hear their call and see them zigzagging 
back and forth through the smoky haze 
which there takes the place of the sky. 
In the city they nest on the flat roofs 
of office buildings and apartment houses, 
which are seldom visited and where their 
gray-speckled eggs blend perfectly with 
the pebbled surface. There their nests are 
safe from weasels, hawks, and jays, and 
they are always sure of a plentiful food 
supply of flies, mosquitoes, and the other 
insects on which they feed. 

The nighthawk is not the only one of 
our wilder birds which has moved to 
Philadelphia. A year or so ago I was 
attending in an equity suit before a mas- 
ter in chancery. His office was in the 
very center of the city, surrounded by 
skyscrapers. As I sat listening to the 
droning testimony, across a patch of sky 
which showed through a window I caught 
a flash of long, narrow wings. Only a 
falcon could give that arrowy swoop, and 
I leaned forward and to my utter amaze- 
ment, saw a duck hawk go past. The 
duck hawk is the peregrine falcon of 
the old hawking days and is the fastest 
flier of all our birds. That one passed 
so near that I could see its black mus- 
taches and hooked bill and the enormous 
yellow feet which made Audubon give it 
the name of the “big-fdoted hawk.” The 
last time that I had seen a duck hawk 
was in a lonely eyrie among the moun- 
tains of northern Pennsylvania where I 
had climbed down a cliff and sat in the 
nest with two white fledglings, while their 
fierce mother swooped and called through 
the depths below. Yet today there was 
one of the rarest of our hawks circling 
in the air before me in the very heart 





vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


\in the middle of a tennis,.match at, one 


-first one. 


“his assailant, 
‘magnificent circles. followed by his. re- 


It was just before we entered the World 
War that I had another, high adventure 
in the suburbs of Philadelphia. I. was 


of the eountry clubs when.from mid-sky 
came an ominous, droning note. . Look- 
ing up, we saw..a muitary. airplane with 
its red, white, and blue badge, veering and 
circling overhead. Even as. we watched 
a speck showed above it and a bird swept 
into sight through the blue, so large and 
high that, until the light. fell on its wings, 
it seemed to be another plane above the 


In our latitude.a bird of that size could 
only be one of two—a great’ blue heron 
or a bald eagle. Suddenly, as if shining 
on silver, the sun gleamed on a snowy 
head and tail, the hallmarks of a bald 
eagle. - 

Many times I have met our national 
bird wnder impressive circumstances, Once 
I saw an eagle on the shore of a lake 
harassed by a black and scurrilous crow. 
The olfd monarch never even looked: at 
but started skyward in 




















Small Rooms 
As Occasion Demands 


r TH Wilson Sectionfold Partitions a large room 
can be easilyand quickly subdivided into several 
|. small ones, suitable for meetings and classes of various 
sizes. Adaptable to old buildings as as new. 
Send for 40 page Catalog No. 24 
THE J. G. WILSON-CORPORATION 


serasiimep 1879 
11 East 38th Street New York City 


Offices inal principal cities 
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viler until the height was too much for 
the crow and he flapped his way down to 
a lower level. Again beside a lonely bay 
in Canada I once saw an eagle with out- 
stretched ‘wings scream at the rising sun 
from the top of a dead tree, and only last 
March I ‘met a magnificent pair guarding 
their nest on an island in Delaware Bay. 
Yet none of these meetings with this 
king of the upper air has ever seemed 
to me to be as. dramatic as that one back 
in 1917. It was as if our grim national 
bird had come down to inspect one of the 
first of the fighting planes and to help 
keep the skies of America free. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 

















The Victorious Life | 


Keswick’s Need for Workers 


HE numerous conferences to be held 

at Keswick this summer, including 
four Victorious Life Conferences, will 
necessitate considerable help, particularly 
in dining room, pantry, and bedroom work, 
There are undoubtedly those who would 
-welcome the opportunity of spending the 
summer months at such a beauttful place 
as Keswick, and at the same time have 
the privilege of enjoying the fellowshi 
and the message for which Keswi 
stands. If yow know of any who would 
like to work for their expenses at Kes- 
wick under agreeable arrangements, will 
you have them communicate with Addison 
C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J.? 

A permanent Christian cook for Kes- 
wick has not yet been located. Will you 
not pray earnestly that a competent and 
consecrated person may be found for this 
work? ™ 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., May 28 to 31.—Prayer re- 
treat for those who have a burden of prayer 
for the threefold work of the Testimony, and 
especially for the summer conferences. There 
will be no set addresses. Meals and room, 
Friday supper to Tuesday breakfast, $7. No 
registration fee, 

Keswick, N. J., June 26 to July 2.—Students’ 
Conference. 
period, $15. Registration fee, $3 additional. 

Keswick, N. J., July 10 to 18.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and -room. for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 addi- 
tional. 

Keswick, N. J., July 24 to August 1.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Meals and room for 
conference period, $16. Registration fee, $ 
additional. j 








12314 Ingomar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Life Conference. 
ference period, $16. 


Registration fee, $3 ad- 
ditional. - 








of a great city. 


registration fee. 


Meals and room for conference 


Linwoed Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 9 
to 15.—Victorious Life Conference. For rates 
and information address Mrs. C. F. Groth, 


Keswick, N. J., August .21 to 29.—Victorious 
Meals and room for con- 


Except as noted above, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless accompanied by 























BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56. W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables: Hymn Boards.Collection Plates,etc. 


ing for Church and Sunday School 
use. From Factory to You. Finecatalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


2160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois §* 0 




















Have you grasped the great cen- 
tral theme of the entire Bible ? 


THE MEANING 
OF THE CROSS 


By the REV. GORDON WATT, of Edinburgh 
Author of " The Strategic Value of Prayer.” 

Makes this very clear and precious to 
the soul. There are nine studies showing 
the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testa- 
ment, in the Gospels, in the Epistles, 
and in the Revelation, and its central 
place in salvation, victory, power and 
service is shown. 

These studies were originally given 
at the 1922 Victorious Life Conference, 
at the Moody Bible Institute, and else- 
where, and brought unusual blessings 
to the hearts of the listeners. 


Cleth, $1; postage, 10 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Send for Our Catalog 


The Sunday School Times Book Department 


is creating a literature of inspiration and service 
for Sunday-school teachers and officers, adult 











Bible students, and all who are striving for 
greater efficiency in Christian work. nly 
needed books have any place on our list. You 


have friends who would be glad to have some 
of these books as gims. Your own equipment 
for Christian service calls for good books of 
seme value. Such books we publish. 

y not own some of them? Send fostal- 
card vequest for catalog. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


please 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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‘“A Book That Goes to the Heart of Things” 
HINTS ON: 
CHILD TRAINING 








| 

H. CLAY TRUMBULL | 

Bor volume, originally published .many 
years ago, is reprinted at this time.to sat- 

isfy the real need that is felt for iton the part 

of many. A patriarch amidst the vast num- 

bers of books that have appeared.on this sub- 

ject, it still holds a unique place, and the 

principles that are herein simply. stated and 

practically illustrated from the author’s éx- 

perience with his own children and his ob- | 

servation of others over along period of Sun- | 

day-school work, are most needed in these 

days of the demoralization of the family. 


‘“‘A book that goes to the heart of things . .. One 
can scarcely read a page without coming upon 
some thought or suggestion that will be helpful in 
properly dealing with the boy or the girl that we 
know. If it were studied by every parent we do 
not at all doubt that the effect would be very - per- 
ceptible on the whole American people in its com- 
ing generation.”’ 


311 pages; cloth, $1.50; postage, 12 cents ° 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 .Wainut St., . Philadelphia 
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Pictures that pay 


Your mind registers hundreds of .pictures every day. 
Faces on the street, people in a doorway, a tray of 
watches in a window, ribbon. on a hat. Interesting 
or amusing, maybe . .. but of what actual value are 
most of them to you? 


Yet a vast number of pictures that can affect your 
daily living are waiting for your glance. Advertise- 
ments show you better things to ride in, eat, wear, 
enjoy—honestly pictured for you. Pictures that pay! 
Such pictures make you familiar with the newest, 
most improved things you can buy. The soap, 
hosiery, fountain pen that can mean most to you. 
Familiar with their color, way they are wrapped, 
name on the package. You can recognize them at 
once, link them at once with their advertised facts, 
know all about them before you buy. You don’t 
have to test them. They have been tested for you. 
The watch widely advertised ticks in thousands of 
pockets. The skillet on the printed page is used on 
a thousand stoves. Pictures in advertisements are - 
pictures of good things enjoyed in countless homes. 


® ®@@ 8 
Look at advertisements and their pictures 
They let you choose the best 












































Wheaton’s New President 


HE Board of Trustees, on March 3, 

1926, unanimously elected the Rev. 
James Oliver Buswell, Jr, as President 
of Wheaton College, to ‘succeed’'the late 
Charles Albert Blanchard. 

Mr. Buswell goes to Wheaton, as did 
President Blanchard forty-four years ago, 
with all the enthusiasm and vigor of youth 
and good health, at the beginning Of a 
career of Christian service in which he 
is already established. e is a man in 
whom the spirit of meekness and humil- 
ity is notably manifest, as it was in the 
life of his illustrious predecessor; yet his 
strength of purpose, under the Lord’s 
guidance, promises a firm and constructive 
administration of the work of the College, 
and a leader who will creditably and suc- 
cessfully uphold the ideals and standing 
of the College and advance its interests. 

He was born in January, 1895, the son 
of the Rev. James Oliver Buswell, a Pres- 
byterian minister well known in the north 
central states as*a staunch defender of 
the “faith oncé for all delivered: to. the 
saints.” 

After graduating from the high schools 
of Minneapolis, Mr. Buswell received his 
A.B. degree from the University of Min- 
nesota, his B.D. from McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary, his A:-M. from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, and has almost com- 
pleted the required work for his Ph.D. 
at the University of Chicago. Having 
throughout his ‘life held strictly to the 
“fundamentals of the faith,” his training 
has especially equipped him for a teach- 
ing ministry that will safeguard the faith 
of students, 

During the World War he enlisted 
as chaplain in the 140th ‘Infantry, 
35th ‘Division, and. served thirteen months 
in France, his regiment participating in 
the famous Argonne drive. Many will 
remember the article concerning his serv- 
ice in France which appeared in The 
Sunday School Times of July 3, 1920. 

Following the war Mr. Buswell was 
pastor of Perseverance Presbyterian 


Church, in Milwaukee, Wis., for three}. 


years. After some additional work in col- 
lege, he became pastor of Grace Reformed 
Church, Brooklyn, ‘N. Y., where he closed 
his fourth year of service on Sunday, 
March 28, to begin his new work, 


When the Poor Farm 
Gave to China 
(Continued from page 263) 


“Then dear old crippled Nora Holmes 
limped down the stairs with a nickel. I 
suspect it was all she had, but her face 
was shining. I had to wipe away a tear 
as I thanked God for that gift, and a mo- 


ment later, as I wished them a Merry; 


Christmas, I stooped and kissed the dear 
old face 

“T brought their $1.35 to town, and a 
good Christian friend, who has been well- 
to-do, but is just now going through a 
time of terrible chastening, also wanted 
to have 2 part with them. He was keep- 
ing his fire with a borrowed pail of coal, 
and had just eighty-five cents from two 
dollars a friend had given him a little 
while before. He counted out fifty cents, 
and asked me to put it in with the ‘Poor 
Farm’ money. He said he could get along 
for supper and breakfast with the other 
thirty-five cents, and maybe God would 
send him some more Monday. It is God’s 
money given with a great sacrifice, and I 
couldn’t bear to put it in any other form. 

“I am sending a little other money in 
the regular way. I pray daily for you, 
and the million that I am claiming fo. 
Christ.” 

Will you also join in claiming by faith 
the Million Testaments for China, — and 
that speedily? About one-third of the 
$150,000 required has been secured, and 
the remaining $100,000 is urgently needed. 
You may not be able to go as a mission- 
ary to China, but you may have a very 
vital and definite share in evangelizing 
that great nation. Gifts may be sent to 
Tke Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, or to John G. Harris, 
Treasurer, The Million Testaments for 
China Campaign, 119 South Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia. 











Banish this 
unpleasant 
duty 





Tuere is no need of scouring 
or scrubbing to keep the toilet 
bowl clean and sanitary. Sani- 
Flush will relieve you of all 
the labor. 

Sani-Flush, simply sprinkled 
into the bowl as directed, does 
away with all incrustations, 
stains, sediment and foul odors. 
It leaves the bowl glistening 
white. 

Sani-Flush is scientifically 
prepared to do a perfect job. 
It is the only thorough method. 
And it cannot harm plumbing 
connections. Keep a can of 
Sani-Flush in the bathroom 
always, a 

Buy Sani-Fl; 
drug - hardware deer ‘7 aed. 286 


‘or @ é ¥ a 
A = fai eee = 30c¢ in Far West. 


Sani-Flush 


Tue Hycrenic Propucrs Co. 
Canton, Ohio 


a 


Ge Sanday Sool Gines 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and uth American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 2 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. ; 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 





























charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publi€ations. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable-at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a- year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union atthe United States 
rates plus s0 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday Scheol Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Are You Raising Loyal 
Church Members? 


When to tell your 
Bible pean = } i 





A Spencer Delinei Cask so sim- 
Across Doce a With  Day- 
3 screen you don’t even have to dar 
room. 

Write for our tree booklet and helpful sugges- 
tions for using a Spencer eascope in your 
church w 


SPENCER LENS COMPANY 
442 Niagara Street, Buffalo, N. » # 


qrewer Lens Company 
2 Niagara St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Please send me complete information about 
Spencer Delineascopes and their use. 





Name 


Address. 














RAGON’S EN 


JosePHINE Hope WESTERVELT 
Author of ** The Lure of the Leopard Skin.” 


A THRILLING STORY 


of pioneer mission work m one of the 
dit-ridden sections of China - 





Rad, a care-free young doctor, 
goes out on a ‘‘ dare’’ as a substitute 
for a medical missionary who has been 
invalided home, but who has a burn- 
ing zeal for the field he has had to leave 
behind. Rad has no conception of 
real mission work—loes: not really 
know Christ himself—and being hon- 
est, is soon ‘‘up against’’ it. He 
sees the impossibility of his position, 
but finds the Saviour, and his work 
takes on an entirely new aspect. 


The hospital far away in the hills 
at the end of the river Dragon, the 
capture by the bandits, the coming 
of ‘‘ the girl he left behind him,’’ are 
among the incidents that make up 
this most fascinating story. 

Cloth, $1.25; postage, 10 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
-1031 Walnut Street, - = - Philadelphia 


The Out-of-Doors “Club 


By SAMuEL ScovILLg, Jr. 


‘A ‘‘slip-in-your-pocket”. volume of 
171 pages. Full of ‘sdesperate adven- 
tures” for the. youngsters and for—your- 
self, with a father and Ins children in 
the. fascinating out-of-doors. Fully il- 
lustrated. 


Cloth, $1.50; postage, 12 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031°- Walnat Street, - - - Philadelphia 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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The Fishermen’s Club of 
Los Angeles 


ITH the modest purpose of receiv- 

ing Biblical instruction and inspira- 
tion for the winning of souls, seven young 
men, on Monday evening, April 24, 1906, 
assembled in Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church, Los Angeles, under the, leader- 
ship of the Rev. T. C. Horton. The now 
famous “Fishermen’s Club” is the. direct 
outgrowth of. this group, and the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles is itself an out- 
growth of the Fishermen’s Club. 


The Club was organized along the lines 
and for the same purpose that gave birth 
to the First Fishermen’s Club, called by 
the Master “to catch men alive” (Luke 5: 
10, Greek). The Monday night gathering 
has never once been omitted. It has in- 
variably been an evening of exercise in 
evangelistic Scripture and doctrine, and 
in methods and aspiration for. winning 
souls — “‘catching men” for Christ. 

A remarkable percentage of the mem- 
bership has gone into specific Christian 
service, or is now pursuing a regular 
theological course as candidates for the 
ministry or missions. And of right good 
quality are they—being rooted and 
grounded in the revealed and vital Word 
of God. The Club has demonstrated be- 
yond any question of doubt that the Bible 
is of itself sufficient to draw and hold 
young men during those crucial years 
when, according to popular opinion, they 
must be feted, feasted, and entertained. 

A member, having been pledged to pro- 
pagate the work of the Club, if found 
guilty of conduct unbecoming a Chris- 
tian, will be required to surrender his pin. 
One has well said of the Club: “There has 
never been. any weak, sentimental, goody- 
goody teaching in this Club. There has 
never been a coaxing of feliows to come, 
or trimming of the Gospel for fear of 
hurting their feelings. There have been 
straight, shoulder-hitting messages given 
in love.” 

The Club is incorporated under the laws 
of California and its pin copyrighted. 
Article 2 of the constitution reads: 


“The object of the Club shall be (1) to 
create and stimulate a love for God’s 
Holy Word, and the study thereof; (2) 
to do active, aggressive, personal work for 
Jesus Christ; (3) to uphold the evangel- 
ical doctrines of the Church as follows: 


The Trinity of the Godhead. 

The Deity of Jesus Christ. 

The Personality of the Holy Spirit. 

The Supernatural and Plenary Author- 
ity of the Holy Scriptures. 

The Fellowship of the Church. 

The Substitutionary Atonement. 

The Necessity of the New Birth. 

The Maintenance of Good Works. 

The Second Coming of Christ. 

The Endless Existence of the Soul. 

The Resurrection of the Body. 

The Life Everlasting of Believers. 

The Endless Punishment of the Im- 

penitent. 
The Reality and Personality of Satan. 


(4) To unite the members into one 
body, with one purpose, and one business 
— winning. souls for Christ.” 


In view of the conditions now existing 
in the world and church, and the need, 
as never before, for definite, aggressive, 
soul-saving work for young men, the 
Fishermen’s Club now feels that there is a 
definite cail- for the further extension and 
development of its work through the or- 
ganization of an International and Interde- 
nominational Fishermen’s Club, to be based 
on the same statement of doctrine, the 
same constitution and use the same copy- 
righted emblem as the original organiza- 
tion. This organization is known as The 
International Fishermen’s Club, the new 
clubs to be designated in numerical order 
as organized, the original Fishermen’s 
Club being known as Club Number One. 

The International Fishermen’s Club will 
have supervision of all other Fjshermen’ s 
Clubs which will be organized under this 
plan and reports of membership and work 
accomplished by the various clubs will be 
made quarterly to the parent organization. 

The active membership of all the clubs 
will consist of men between the ages of 





16 and 35, inclusive; honorary members 





to be chosen from older men, as now pro- 
vided by the Constitution. 

In addition to the, usual week night 
meetings Sunday ‘afternoon evangelistic 
meetings and other aggressive evangelistic 
work for men will be held whenever. and 
wherever practical and advisable. 

Application for permission to organize 
a Fishermen’s Club should be made to 
V. V. Morgan, 247 Claiborne Place, Long 
Beach, Cal, 


Me 3 
The Business World’s Call 
for Revival 


Cy of the best known of New Eng- 
land mercantile firms is the William 
Filene’s Sons Company of Boston, as 
well known in the East as Marshall Field 
and Company is in the Middle West. In 
a letter recently made public, signed by 
Edward A. Filene; president of that com- 
pany, occur the following sentences : 

“T have a growing conviction that... 
there is-need for a nation-wide religious 
revival, if the Church is to regain in this 
generation a position of effective leader- 
ship in the public mind. In theory, I 
have always been opposed .to, or at least 
doubted the efficacy of religious revivals. 
But when I think of the enormous forces 
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of hate and destruction let loose by en 
war, it seems to me that nothing short 
of a great religious revival will have the 
power to check those forces . 

These are words worthy of widest cir-' 
culation and most prayerful thought, even 
though what the writer has in mind may 
possibly fall far short of the Heaven-sent 
spiritual awakening for which multitudes 
are praying. The following still stronger 
editorial utterance comes from a recent 
issue of the Globe of Toronto and is 
quoted editorially by the Christian Herald 
of New York, March 27. 

“Prayer is the secret of revival. Prayer 
asks God to do for us what we cannot 
do for ourselves. There has never been 
any great Christian revival in history 
that was not preceded and brought to pass 
by the prayers of Christians. A luke- 
warm church cannot win converts — it has 
nothing attractive to offer. But when any 
local church or group of Christians is 
on fire with love for its Saviour and 
Lord, and is demonstrating in daily walk 
his supernatural life and the ‘fruit of the 
Spirit,’ there will be plenty of onlookers 
who will desire all this for themselves.” 

When in such forceful language as the 
above the business world presses earnestly 
for a spiritual awakening, the need must 
be urgent. Will you pray for revival? 
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“MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD— 
YEA, THAN MUCH FINE GOLD!” 


Dr. James M. Gray (President of Moody 
Bible Institute), in an address at a great 
“SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL CONFER. 
ENCE,” quotes D. L. Moody as follows : 
hn | been me, tty 


was true. They did not it nor sti 





Then Dr. Gray added :— 
“IT IS JUST SUCH A TEACHING EVAN. 
GELISM AS D. L. MOODY PREDICTED, 
WHICH DR. LATHEM AND HIS AS- 
SOCIATES ARE ENDEAVORHNG TO 
PUT ON IN THIS PLAN (“THE SUM- 
MER BIBLE SCHOOL”) FOR TEACHING 
THE BIBLE TO THE YOUNG, AND IT 
OUGHT TO BE THE JOY AND DE- 
LIGHT OF ALL WELL-INSTRUCTED 
CHRISTIANS TO ASSIST IN ITS PRO- 
MOTION TO THE UTMOST OF THEIR 
ABILITY.” i 

WHAT IS THIS ‘SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” ? 

- —It is ‘‘THE ALL BIBLE SCHOOL.’’ 
Uses no Handcraft—Lifts up Christ— 
Focuses the Scriptures upon Him ; traces prophetic 

Penn, “Toh tikn meetin de New. 


ic, def clear: } Orthodox. | 
bine ody svar round “TheWay of Life 
Meme wo 
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inations. at 
i Se PEPER ee pee 
information write Dr. A. L. LATHEM 
” "434 E. Sescat, Chester, Penne. 
(Enclosing 10c for postage) 
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Children’s Day Services. 

Not only NEW but also DIFFERENT. 

Samples free to Ministers, Supt’s and Committees 
Examine these and be convinced. 

PATHS OF PROMISE by J. Lincoln Hall? Beauti- 
ul lyrics and charming music. 

HEROINES OF HIS WoRD. A pageant, with pro- 
cessional and recessional. Platform demonstra- 
tion. School sings incidental music. A Novetry. 

PORTALS OF HIS ODNESS. ‘This service in- 


cludes a Tableau— Pantomime, also The Indoor 


Garden and dialogue—The Lost Coin. Music by 
Dr. Geibel for entire school, 


SSICS NO. 4. Great music of the world’s mas- 
gt arranged & Sunday School singing. 


GARDEN OF HIS LOVE. This is termed a “Mixed 
Se 


rvice,”’ because of its great variety. 


| OWNING DAY. _A complete easy service 
ss a departments by W. A. Shawker, 


CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, NO. 12 


Colored cover, 32 pages. Plenty of material for 
the little children. Easy recitations, exercises, 
. songs, etc., 25c each. No returnable sample sent. 


CHILDREN’S DAY SPECIALS, NO. 2: 
Contains 5 splendid, worth while things for young 
| people. Vigorous and helpful, 25c each. © re- 
turnable samples sent. 


HALL-MACK CO. te & Arch Sts., 


ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. } Philadelphia, Pa. 


National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 2x8 S. 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


FOR PAGEANTS—— 


AND ALL OTHER SUPPLIES FOR 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


BE SURE TO SEND TO 
Box 439 


91 Seventh Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 


** Catalog and Samples” on request 


























Mother’s Day Programs 


Send 10c in stamps for packet containing 
a variety. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer: League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support oliy upon the Lord 
through “them that are His." Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and biessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. : 


A Touching Prayer Request 


T THE Moody Bible Institute 

Founder’s Week Conference which 
was held in February, a large number 
handed in prayer requests during the 
prayer hours. One of the most touching 
of those requests was the following: 

I am a visitor here, and as the meetings 
close tonight and I leave for my home may I 
ask for just one minute of your time? I 
know you will consent. I was brought up in 
a Christian home, and I feel God is near in 
prayer, but I have not the joy ard peace I 
so long for. Just remember me in quietness 
for one minute. I will come in quietly and 
leave this good place of God quietly. 

(Signed) A Brother of a Former Student. 


Should the eyes of this dear unknown 
brother chance to fall on these lines, let 
him know that he has indeed been re- 
membered many times during the weeks 
that have elapsed since the Conference. 
And others also whose requests were sim- 
ilarly touching. Let all be assured that 
God's all-seeing eye and all-embracing 
love never miss any child, of His any- 
where, no matter how unworthy or what 
the circumstances, His ear is open to 
every sincere cry, his arm to meet 
every real need. 


May 10 to 16 


Men.—Genesis 18: 1-8, 
Abraham and the Strangers. 

“Given to hospitality’ (Rom. 12: 13). 
Such might well be the general title of 
this week’s readings. May not Paul have 
had today’s incident in mind when. he 
wrote Hebrews 13:2? It is not unlikely. 
Is hospitality becoming a lost art, espe- 
cially in some communities,—the old- 
fashioned Christian hospitality that some 
are even yet able to rem ? 

Prayer Succestions: Re-read the In- 
troduction, and pray that cach needy peti- 
tioner may meet the simple conditions of 
God’s Word; Confession dnd the put- 
ting away of sin if need be (Psa. 66:18), 
and childlike obedience and faith in every 
respect (see Matt.’6:33; 1 John 3:20-22; 
5:14, 15; John 14:13-15; James 1:2-8). 
Tues.—Genesis 24 : 17-32.’ 

Rebekah Receives Abraham’s Servant. 


“T being in the way, the Lord led me” 
(v. 27). The Lord has no- difficulty in 
leading us, or we in knowing his will, 
when we keep “in the way.” The slight- 
est swerving may forfeit for us great 
blessing. But Rebekah, too, was “in the 
way.” What lifelong blessing that act of 
hospitality brought to her ! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS > Think this morn- 
ing of the thousands of dear, humanly un- 
known children of God, “thy hidden ones,” 
whose heart-burdens and needs are as 
great as those ef the one referred to_in 
the Introduction, and pray earnestly for 
them. While you pray for them, many, 
very many, are likewise praying for you. 
Wed.—Exodus 2 : 16-21. 

Jethro Receives Moses. 


Reuel’s hospitable act gained for him 


| a son-in-law, and that son-in-law, Israel’s, 


and the world’s greatest hunian law-giver ! 
The stranger. who comes to your door, 
uncouth and even forbidding though he 
may be, may have bound up within his 
life staggering possibilities. “Be not for- 
getful.” Were you ever a stranger? 
PraYer Succestions: Think, too, of 
the pastors, and missionaries, and. evan- 
gelists, and Bible teachers, and-conference 
secretaries, and other Christian leaders in 
places of overwhelming responsibility, 





many of them carrying spiritual and tem- 
poral burdens almost hwnanly crushing. 
Think of their patience, their courage, 
their faithfulness, and PRAY FOR THEM. 
Thurs.—Joshua 2 : 1-11. 

Rahab Shelters the Spies. 


Rahab’s hospitality saved her life. It 
did more. It put her in the line of our 
Lord’s ancestry (Matt..1:5). It obtained 
for her an apostle’s favorable mention 
(Jas, 2:25). And because it was “mixed 
with faith” it gave her a place of honor 
in Paul’s wonderful catalogue of the 
heroes of faith. ¢ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
China Inland. Mission, the South China 
Boat Mission, the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
and the many other evangelical agencies 
at work in China, Japan, Korea, and 
other Asiatic countries, Remember very 
specially Dr. and -Mrs. Jonathan Goforth. 


Fri.—Luke 14; 12-15. Entertaining the Poor. 


The law of Moses made large provision 
for the poor; but long before Jesus came, 
“the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith,’ and loving care 
of the poor, had been almost lost sight 
of. Have they m our day? How many 
home gatherings of the kind commandéd 
in verses 12 and 13 have you ever known? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember Miss 
Ruth Paxson and her conference work 
and Bible teaching in China; also Miss 
Jennie Hughes and Dr. Mary Stone now 
on furlough in America; likewise the Rev. 
and Mrs, Reuben. A. Torrey, Jr., who are 
also home on furlough. Pray earnestly 
for all these, and their work in China. 
Sat.—Luke 24: 13-16, 28-32. 

Two Disciples Entertain Jesus. 


“They constrained him” (v, 29). Ex- 
actly what Jesus wanted. An indifferent 
hospitality would have been heartless and 
therefore unacceptable. And it is so to- 
day. But before they constrained him, he 
constrained them (see v, 32). Even so 
now, his love must constrain us before 
there can be a Christian hospitality on 
our part constraining others. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
restoration to the Church of the old-time, 
whole-souled- Christian hospitality. Mul- 
titudes long for it, and. because of its lack 
many have grown cold or gone-astray. If 
others are not hospitable toward you, don’t 
wait; let it begin, and continue, with you. 
Sun.—Psalm 133. £ - 

‘ "The Blessedness of Fellowship. 

The rare profusion of the holy anoint- 
ing oil, comprising four rich spices (seé 
Exod. 30:22-25, 30), “typified the abun- 
dance of the Spirit’s graces. As the 
¢opious dew, such as fell on Hermon, falls 
in, fertilizing power on the mountains of 
Zion, so this unity is fruitful in good 
works” (Robert Jamieson). 

PRAYER SuGcesTIONS: For whom is the 
most of our praying, for ourselves or for 
others? “Seek the first’? —the welfare 
of others. This is the tenor of the teach- 
ing of God’s Word throughout. As long 
as Job was primarily concerned for him- 
self, he got nowhere. When he prayed 


efor others, his previous prayers for him- 


self were answered (see Job 42:10; also 
Mark 10:45). 





Yoa Can Easily Solve Your 


Children’s Day Program Problem 


by selecting one of these three Children’s Da 
books. Here is a wealth of material jaciuding Reci- 
tations, Exercises, Dialogues, Playlets, Motion 
Songs and Chcruses. All written and presented in 
simple style—each containing, mare than enough 
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Gull Lake Bible Conference July 3rd to Aug. 15th, 
For programs write D. J. De Pree, Zeeland, Michigan. 





that fill the Music Needs 
of Every Church, Bible 
School or Revival 
They will bring you new 
inspiration and _ fresh 
courage. ng | 
pronounce them nearly 


abernacle H No.2—320, 
pages — 35 al 
gems of thea 


Published by TABERNACLE 
882 No. Waller Avenue 
Also F.O. B. & Wo; 





COMPANY 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
New York 


Room, les 
@ @ @ @ 8 MAIL TO NEAREST OFFICE (DEPT. 882) 1g a ae 
Gestemen: Please send me for 30 days trial sample copy of 
real and Tabernacle Hymns No. 2 in. 


test Hymns 
binding. 


Name 








Add: 





City State. 





Church 





"2 en Sy Ae 





